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\DVERTISEMENT. 


TO THE 


R E A D E R. 


14 HE following LETT ER. uss intended 
1 q to have been publiſh d a little after the-Diſſo- 
= /ution of the laſt Parliament ; but. varlaus 
| ¶Inpedi ments and Avacations. binder'd the Au- 
or from executing his Purpoſe. But as the Sub- 
it is a Matter US reat Importance to the 
1 q felfare of BR1TONS; as they have an indubi- 
eb to adnogiſt, direct, and ee therr 
Er oentatives, at any Time, with Regard te any 
= 2 which may tend to promote their Freedom 
= nd Happingſs;. tho! che Bledion. 4 paſt, yet the 
__ f ſertincnce and Uſe of the Sentiment - Obſerva- 
, which are contain d in the following Sheets, 
ain frill the ſame: From whence it is con- 
ved, there is no farther Occafjon to apologize 
.F the Form and Manner of Adareſs in the Letter, 
is Publication, ſo long Pe the 3 bas 
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' T a Time when the p publie Prints are judi- 
"<ioully fill'd with Per n and 5 57 
tions, to guard againſt the Adherents 
: ; ots of Tyrahny, and the Pretender ; ps a 
4 e ſuch Repreſentatives in P 0 
= |: ppteſs the Pride, ſcourge the Pete rs [or 
4 reſtleſs Ambition and Tyranny of e our 
= Tie 17 i Joey kai 1 == it 
not nal à pr 1 of the Ol; garchi 
Wooden Tyrann Gf I: I may be 75 4 


15 you jourklves Lid woe” within. , 
ou, my Countrymen, are juſtly excited to 
bake Choke | of ſuch for N 5 ahbers ob the enſuing 

i liatnent e 


to ethanft their Fortunes in Defente of his Ma- 
25 Perſon atid Goy vernment, ahd in Support, of 

 Libetties; and the fandamenta * Laws of our. 
Ponftitürlonl. , af, the fame Time, 1-cannot 
Pulp 6bſerving, | | there. 15 nile or no Mention 


B made 


* 


— . 


rere 99 


© hers 


| 
oF 
' 
3 
ö 
i 
| 


n * 


—— = Om — 
T 4 
* * . 


* „„ * r 1 K. 


( 2 ) 3 7" 
made of the Infringement of thoſe Laws, and few 
Exhortations offer d to excite you to elect fuch, a 
ſhall enquire into the Grievances and Burdens you lie 
under; ſuch as ſhall exert themſelves with all their L 
Vigour, in relieving you from the daily Oppreſfios 
many of you feel: eſſions which, perhaps, ar: 
not to be equall d of the Kind under the molt gric- ll 
vous Tyrannics, ot tnatch'd under the moſt defpotic ll 
Governments in Europe; and which the very Mean: 
of the People in the Kingdom of France are e-. 
emp ed from, even at a Time, hen moſt oppreſs d. 

FRENCH Government bas been juſtly repre- 
fea to you, in many Parts, as odious and tyran- 
nical ; and I douht not but your Indignation riſes 

its Friends and Abettors, on the bare meriti- i 

oning of it : But,.at the fame Time that you juſtly 3 
ſcorn 8 commiſerate and bemoan, the Sz. 4 A 
. . Wird and 1 8 your unfortunate Nei2hbouts i 
otild you fay, if it were reply'd to 3 3 

fotne of vou! e e. Cobor pen and Friends, do not ſ 
let Prejudice and Vanity deceive vou; you, att 3 
56 1255 A; "Tyranny in ſome Reſpe your. 1 
felves: You the very ELEFCT ORS and l REEHOL- il 
„ vt rs. of Grtal- Britain, Even \ you are in a more 4 
« Jeptorable Conditi than the very Rabble of this 3 X 
* N ora, or tlic and Peaſants of the King. . 
dom of France tel? © 2 
| K PLAT 1 * K mi lf, that you are ca Britons 3 
which is ct& ra wrden your God 191 working | "M 
like a flow Poiſon on the Vitale of your Libertics 
aud Properties: I fag, H you all 1 I doubt not Wl 
but out of Compal ion to yo your Innocent Polterity, | I 
cut of Tendethiels "to y 1 Ea Ones, you W 23 


WEE. 2 wp; ö 
li 


1 Foun fe'u yourſelves, and ary off, with Indignation, 
yy 


a FI K. he BY Yoke of Oppreffion, which lies on you, 

e Anceſtors nobly diſdain d to bear. "Whilſt, 
6 bedr, vou hear ans Relation of ſome of the 

Aiſeries and Oppreſſions (* artfh exaggerated) of 

: 3 Four Neighbours, deplore their F. ate, and are inat- 

3 kentive to your own, it may be joftly faid to 05. 
1 hail not for others, but for 1 og Bs 


— wo ore fat e 
= .f Fabula ngrrotur.. 


re 1 WOULD, Werte au eee moſt ear- 
an- 4 a recommend it to you, to inſiſt on it, as a 
: Condition of your Choice, a Sine qua non, that 
8 = one of your Candidates ſhall take a moſt ſo- 
3 mn Oath, before you e give your Vote Vote 
$ br him, that he will eee Bat to the utmoſt of 
is Abilities in endeaveuring te aboliſti 2 tyrannical 
to 3 Ind arbitraty _ you are now ſubject to, and 
not Which T1 am 10 relate; and revive I your 
are * 3 4 Powir, he Exiſtence of which is * Re- 
2 F the Name of Liberty, and'a Briton.” 
17 4 


1 Tbat this. 18 naar Caſe Taue, the followes — HE 
| aciengh evince. A late Author fays;..<* 1 was lately. ET ing 
ich a Gentleman of great F ortune and Abilities; who, aft dine 
Wo E — Baurdaauæ in Franie, wont beyond Sea, and re- 
2 b ‚ * rn d to Bourdeauæ again at the End of. 21 L EATS. 8 an, 
en whoſe Veracity Peas depend, aſſured Fc ue. The Fi to, 
9 ife, had he been more aſtoniſh'd chan at his Return to — ; 
coul ſcarce on. himſelf to beljeve it was the fame Pla 
e Nuinber of hips | in the River was beyond 4 A Err n; ts 
own was vaſtly populous and rich; every Thing 125 the Appear- 
ies c Plenty and Magnifcence 5 bis Rriends and Acquaint-' 
cc, when he left — 170 lived or, mean Way ; now, 
. A lie e them in ſtately H, uſes acdc fat Hic d. * ing a great, 
ty, eal of 2 ewels, / Numbut ervants, and 5 Aber p | 
b Patent iches.''—-Vide a Letter to be Co rs 
1 ” "at, „ Ac. printed for acch Robinten r e, 
* 1 B 2 You 
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2 ov all know, my Countrymen, that in Great: E 

Britain Con Uners,. are. nominated by,; Parliz. ly 
| N put in Execution the Land- Tux Act: Tha 
4 bs are the Dermere Reſort, and there is no Ap. 
| from their e Which the faid Ad F 5 
as made final. -Byt as this is a great and extenlive ® 
17 and thy A, as Lord Chancellors in Caſo 
Which come before them, it way not be amiſs to 9 
enquire into the Morals, Bchaviour, and Conduct of 1 
the Claſs of Gentlemen by Law 'to * 
truſted” with this important Authority, that the 
World. may. 42 to. what hopeful Stuff tae Care 9 

our Liberties and Eroperties is committed. 

Ir. would be needleſs to a Foreigner to aſk here, | | 
whether Ge n, before they are inveſted with q 
ſuch a ſupream Power, do not firſt paſs ſuch, an 1 
Examination, as the Greek Archons did formerly, 9 
before they were admitted into the Court of Aren. 
pagites.' Dr. POTTER ſays of theſe, that All, * 
* chat had undergone the Office of an Archen, were 
cc not taken into this Senate, but only ſuch of them 4 
<« 25 had behaved themſelves well in the Diſcharge of q 

« their Truſt ; and not they neither, till they had 

<< given an Account of their Adminiſtration before 
c the Lagiſtæ, and obtajn'd their Apprabation, . a 

* an Enquiry into their Behaviour; which was not 4 
« 4 mere Formality, and Thing of Courſe, but ex- 
cc * tremely ſevere, rigorous, lar. To = 14 
<« been cen in a ep rt 7 . ws 
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45 tome is —— as * as 7 lived ; ;. yet, if any | 4 
te of the Senators was-convicted of any 1 AJ 
i [he was, without 27 or Favour, preſently 1 1 
pe 
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2 © 1 N unblameable, but — 

1 | 

4 i ae A8tons, and; all they Behaviour, muſt 
& Bm 


alive 
—=— * Men. 
8 ll npardonable Act of — 10 — any of — 
Mo write Comedy Was forbidden by 2 particular 
Precept of the Law. Nay, ſo great an Awe and 
"WReverence did this folemn Aſſembly ſtrike into 
"SShoſ that fat in it, that Iſocrates tells us, that in 
is Days, when they were ſome what degenerated 
om their primitive Virtue, however otherwise 
en were irregular and exorbitant, yet, once cho- 
In into this Senate, they preſently ceaſed from 
I beir vicious Inclinations, and choſe rather to con- 
Z form to the Laws and Manners of that Court, 
Al. han to continue a looſe Courſe of Life. 
rere F. Now let us conſider a little, what are the Morals, 
em Behaviour of thoſe Men in general, who are 
e of qu Wiiked by Law, and act as Commiſſioners of the 
had $ d-Tax; how near they come up to the Virtue 
fore q , Purity of the antient Greeks, mere Etbnicks 
fl what may be expected from them, as they are 
wo 2 9 ted in the ſublime Morals of Chriſtians, and 
eſted with a more unlimited Power than the ve- 
Able Court T have juſt i oken of, 

ther Place, tha tan Eftate 


— 1 | 


was | 4 WI 5#ALL ſhew, in ano 

ion 8 Eda 3001. per Ann. is requiſite, on an Ave- 
on- 2 „to qualify a Man to act as a Commiſſioner of 
any i 33 which is the ſame as is neceſſary ta 
ity, li a Member to fit in the H of C——s,; 
er. we hay, judge, then, of the Morals of a Com 
I'd - | miſſioner 


it is their Intereſt to 


among thoſe very 


66 
*miſſioner-of the Land- Tax, by the Morals 'of w | 
#idtes for Ib ef 56. t, one 4 4 
the Sovereign G ef Nec Fon ſunk 
we [hall find; en Compariſon, that the jeffer F. 1 
holders of this? om muſt ſtand but an indift. | , he 
rent Chance |to-reccive Juſtice from their Deciſion, i 
as they win be found to fall far ſhort of, — er 
Parity in their Behaviour and Conduct. i 
Sur ros we'allow that a C. er of 1. f 
Land- Tax has as good a Title to Probity, Integrity, i 
OCandour, and Honour, as a Candidate for the H i 
of C——n15; pray is not an En e e 1 
then, in a miſerable Situation, whoſe Rights ar 
w be ſettled: by ſuch a corrupt Body © of Nic, whe 
. 
"''Howou®, Conſcience; and the Rege ang 
from Virtue and 5 ſeem to be quite lot} 
Men, who ought, in a principl 
Manner, t6 er a ſtrict Regard for them, and 
be che Bulwarks and of them, 8 wall al E 
ſhining Examples to others. But, inſtead of ſuch 
Behaviour and Conduct, we find Impiety, epa 
neſs, Corruption, Treachery, Venality, and a Con- 
tempt of all Things facred; have Overflow d o 
Country like a Deluge. Seit. Imereſt Has got th. -4 
Aﬀecndant of all generous Principles, and ſocial Al. 
fections. are, in Catthine's Go, alien 17 Cr 
tens, ſui profis us; and athets.q quite e 1 
Avariee, Pride, Ambition, Sgt Luxury: "AN 1. YZ 
gard for the Intereſt of the Public 5 to be loſt, x 
public Spirit appears to be the Scorn and Jeft of om 
Great and Rich Men; that Man is laugh'd- at, 
who recominends the Coltiration > it; and Hos. 
* univeraly obtains; : 
AS 


(2) 


\s to the G—n#ty of this K—gdom,' who ſtand 
didates for a of P+——-t, what 


Y 4 | you think their Principles muſt. be; who! firſt 


ke Laws againſt Bribery and Corruption; fence 
Ig, | m round with the moſt "los Oaths, and ſacred 
non es of Religion; and, when they have thus done, 
ia pt, by Btibes, the very Perſons, whom they 
1 ve obliged to take thoſe Oaths, to break throug 4 
the Em, and perjute | themſelves? What a hacking 
rity ic EN God, Religion, Virtue, and Juſtice, is 
1— 9 bis? What a Diſdam and Contempt of every 
ing facred-and venerable ? And what a Deluge 
lmpiety , Prophanenels, Corruption,, and Atheiſny, 
- bt wid Conduct introduce into all the Corpora- 


Er the Nation ? -- 
Taz Roman Saua 1 Reſin, whom, he 
33 a Law to Luxury, finding his In- 
tion to be of little Force, by reaſon} of the great 
Y * ad Prodigality and Extravagance had gan'd. in 
WT City, —— ſupp d abroad, as long as 
ane. 2 1 4 ved, for fear he ſhould be forted to be a Wi- 
of che Contempt of his own Jrjanction, wih- 
being i in a Condition to puniſh . Or, as Ma 
10 abe it : "I 
we ipfus legts  fertur 3 cam quoad wxit forts poſe 
non Cena fſe, ne cells fugrit confempre i 
he ben publico pertuliffeti L. II. 
. "with Grier, Shame, "avd.Indignation, be i it 
* qur Lg Alli fiſt Wake Laws, 
4 they uſe all manner of Artiiges and I aw pier: 


x I — 
 Thare ia nothing ſo indecor Ry nat a fac 
on-Weatth ah us eee of . 
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ns in England, and. from HERO: bs cn itſelf all | 
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fond to induce the Breach of them; tho m E. 
wich the moſt ſhocking Circumſtances of Perjun 
Good God | how flow is thine Anger? Why oY 


10 1 ners Ahe at; 
Golem um petimus Pultitia : teque © 
Per noftrum patimur ſtelus © 0 
Lracunda Jovern ponere te Ho. 
No Taſt too arduous for efurnptuous Man; 
We'd ſtorm the Skies, and, bold; arraign the Fate. 1 
Nor will our Guilt permit the'Sire of Gods 4 1 , 
Touy the Bolt and wrathful Thunder by:- 4 1 


As our Impjcty and Wickedne js rien to e 
an enormous Pitch, how can we long exp I b 
net Hon, Gatana, or Lima; in 7. | 
And yet theſe Grants in Iniquity, theſe aba. 
don d — are the Guardians of youll 1 
Lib— ties Prop— ties, Countrymen; ar 3 
inveſted with abſolute —— Derniere Reſort 


Land- Tax. Juries of yourſelves are excluded, no-. 
> Biſhop Burnet fays, tis not the Noo 
lity-and Gentry are the moſt ng. virtuous and 
honeſt” Part of the Kingdom; but the Fartnen 


alone, Juſtice and Im iality are to be J 
; by fuck ought all on | I 


I Tavs I tave given you & ti 70 
a Man qualified to be a Lammer ths 


— — — — 
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m4 -and ſhall next enter upon a Deſcription of his 
ice, Power, and Conduct in it. 

FB notwithſtanding they are ſuch a Set 
F. flig - tes, theſe Commiſfioners have an ab- 
Note Authority to chuſe ſuch Aſſeſſors and Collec- 
as they pleaſe, without bein A accountable. to 
Wy Power for their Conduck. I have known this 


£ 3 - ane catried ſo far, as. hte Men of Probity 
8d Eſkites. have been rej jected by the Commiſſion- 
„ 3» „ and Men of no Worth or Character and who 
ates e paid no Taxes of any Kind, have been elected 
4 Tf Offices ; eſpe 3 when theſe Gentlemen 
3 Ne had any dirty 22 to be done, or any ſcan- 
Jous Drudgery . to be gone through, which Men 
ſuc Reputation and-Integrity, would ſcorn to be en- 
— 2 bed in. Now theſe Aſſeſſors, tho they have an 


1 kenſive Power, when approved: « of by the Com- 
ogers, are not under fo much as the Tye. of an 
h to reſtrain. them from Partiality, or the Tre, 
a Law, that, can puniſh, them for Injuſtice 
- es, when they act in Concurrence with the 
Nakates of the Commiſſioners, tho' their Condu 


nat i EV 
- = uld be ever ſo villainous or ſcandalous. Should 
0 one make any Objection to this, I would aſk. of 


. who is to judge of the Legality of the Pro- 
E Wy of theſe Aſſeſſors? Why, the Anſyer is 
* Er 1 the Commiſſiont! very Perſons 
3 o elected them 10 the ſordid Office of rating 
I emſelves low, and layi ing the Burthen of the Tax 
on their feeble Neighbours..”... .; 

che Brs1pes, to add to the Evil cheſe is 

F 4 7 Gentlemen, che Conuiliajers, - i, 
wy 1 relbd up with Office, big with Power, inſu ling 
n * as their 2 Neighbours 1 Lay, theſe Gentle 
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as 1 ha have. mentioned, above, Lhave known two 


1 
men are not ſo much as * ſworn to do yo Juli 0 1 
with regard to your Properties; nor under 
. of any Puniſhment, from any ſu prin 
Power, for the moſt villainous Conduct: But, 
the contrary, they are left at full Liberty to tax * 
other as they pleafe, and illuſtrate che old 922 3 ie 
Mutuo mult e. Thus they connive at ed 
other's Male- Conduct, firmly knit together, by mu. 
tual Intereſt, in che Bands of Injuſice, win 
and Oppretiim.” * 3 
| Twrs, my Countrymen, both leſſer Clergy an 
Laity, 1s your unkapp y Condition : 2 Fou arè unde 
the curſed State which, Is great Fatriot thinks, wou 
that 16, when 8 
quents are to be try 75 by lates! and be bei 
own Judges; To 85 58 more elegant! ? exprefles1 5 
2 t will become of our ſo muc bai 
V; what Ll de done, when, the Criminal be. 
comes the „ and. the MalefaQors are left to ol 
themſelves? 7e may be fure, then, comma! 
Danger wall unite: them, and 8 Will all ſtand | 
ps and Vilany will "walk, our Streets tr- 
umphant.” | 
2 InRoO' ſuch iniquitous and collufive Meafure 


ö 1 E 
«NY AS 
| 


three 'Commilliogers i in a Pariſh, who have not Lia) 3 
ges of the Court calld 


At Athens, the Ju 
only trivial Matters, . whoſe V 
not 2 the Attic D bus or Seven-pe fencs, Half: pouny penny "06 e = 
ſome ſay, were all Fes to take a-moſt ſolemn Oath, by the al 3 
ternal 2 age 29 ter the King, that they would give Sen 4 3 
ont de ing to Law, if the Law bad determined | 1 
the Þ x feared; or, 9 
delice 


; Where the Low ung lem, accordin 
e 2 1 7 107 'J 
7: wy of Standing Aries. oor the 7 e, 
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oe 25. in the Pound for their large Eſtates, when 
uſtig the fame Time, in the fame Pariſh, their Neigh- 


e Ap | burs have paid, Some 3 . 64 me 35. 10 d. ànd 
peric me have been tax d 4 A 6 d. and have ſworn off. 
t, « ave known a Patich, where a worthy Clergy- 
; each in, of but a moderate Income, Bath paid near 45. 
= ae Pound Rack-Rent for his Glebe, &c. when 
; the fame Time, the conſcientious and honeſt 
. quire of the Pariſh, being a Commiſſioner, ma- 
in E fo excellently, that he paid but about 25. to 
Pound. I have known an Ap eal, ve. A 
4 an Smmiſſioner has been a d ag at, whe 
nd: MF iniquitous Meaſures e f ipe ified: e his BY Fel 
dul b; not been aſſeſs d at much abs 25.in the Pound, 
. , at the ſame Time, the Appellant' s, by his Inſti 
chef Pon and Direction, was, rated at 3 5. 10 4. per 
es 1 . according to the Rack-Rent; and by this 
L. Pb Tribunal, theſe conſcientious Inquifitors, 
be. 3 Wc Appellant was Aifmiſs'd without any Redrels, and 
) t Z rother Commiſſioner not 8 a Farthing; 
mol Eris influenced by this righteous Conlidetation, 
| 4 Z ibi, crat mils ; 'Tis your. Turn 1 and 
o-morrow 


. 
Bor, nomwichſtanding the Co miſfioners 18 in- 
Wi with ſuch deſpe böde and arbitfaty Powers at 

n incon alten with the true Nature of Th 


"4 a! 

6 1 Men of large Fortunes, reat Influence, and 
— 3 fe ende d with the Execu utive Power of the 
— 1 7 E, with a Train of Court lie or, in a 
TX 3 5 ord, all thoſe Who enjoy refit of the Ty- 
"of anny, "which they have coniſtitubed, or participate of 
ined Mts lucrative Effects: T fay, all thoſe have Ge BE 

» the ll 7 to cajole, and tel us of the Excellence of 
1 5 * Nur r Conſtitution and Government; and to exagge. 


1 4 4 
1 
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* 8 ( 12 ) 2 IF : 
rate the Freedom we enjoy. Nay, Y, Miniſterial Aa 3 p 


vocates cry out, that our Laws indy ge us in Tee 9 
ouſneſs, when we are ſo bold, as to complain oY of 
Grievances ; of the. Inrcads, that are made ph 1 
the Privile = eſſential to our Conſtitution ; and ; 0 
of the Infri ingement of thoſe Laws, the Enjoy. I B 
ment of which is abſolutely neceſſary to denomi inatc : 
us a free People, = 
Tax true Nai of Freedom conſiſts in our bel © 
ing governed by equal and ſtanding Laws of our ow 
making; Laws to which we ves have conſent: il 
ed; Laws by which no Prerogatives or Privileges an ⁶ 
given to one Set of Men to domineer and lord it over ll 
the Reſt; and Lays, by which even the Executon 
of the Laws ſhall be made accountable to thePeople i 
for their Conduct. But let me aſk you, my Coun. 
trymen, Is this your Caſe? Or can it be imagin'd, 
that any People in their Senſes would forge . ſuch il 
Chains for themſelves, as are in the Land-Tax AQ; 
or conſent to the enacting ſuch arbitrary and tyran- 
nical Laws as I have above mentioned ? No, ſurely- 
But thoſe Laws are not the People” 8 Laws; . = 
People groan under them: 32 are the Laws a 
an Oligarcbia, or A W Ton he Richer over ir 4 4 
_zrz 4 
Tux PEOPLE elect Rep elites to roteck A ÞY 3 
Liberties and Privileges ; PI to guard Fenn a ; I 
. and Incteachments upon theit Rights 1 | 4 | 
roperties ; but theſe D. puties h: ave often. baſely be- 
tray d theit 1 and trapan'd them into that 
very Slavery, they e elected to defend them from. 
They have ena aS» without ever confulting 2 
them, by which 7, have reſerved to themſelves par- 
ticular Privileges aud Exemptions unknown - a 2 
rede- 


291 
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( 13) 

i kedecefibrs, and inconfiſtent with the Good of the 
( en and have deprived theit Conſtituents 

ny; the innocent Rights of Nature: They 
ve 82 rob eck to themſelves a Power of domi- 
Ering over, oppreſſing and enſlaving thoſe very 
Wr fons, from whom they derived their Legiſlative 
paCity 3 and then they have artfully beſtow'd Pa- 
lc upon their own tyrannical Decrees, and ex- 
ld our Conſtitution, or rather their own Conſti- 
ons, as the beſt Fe orm of Government in the 
end. 

Er ro, by ſuch intereſted W a great many 
3 >" BP ocoitttins are laviſh'd on our Government, 
= : the Freedom we enjoy, as oppoſed to the Ty- 
Iny of the Great and Opulent on one Side, and 
ae Licentiouſneſs of the Multitude, or Rabble, 
che other; yet, I conceive, we are, in many 
ees, as much expoſed to the Firſt as many of our 
JF ighbours and not a whit better ſecured from the 
= The Truth of one appears from the many 
ely; = Pis we have had of late Vears, and Exceſſes com- 
i ed in them, which have met with light Puniſh- 
rt; and, to evince the Truth of the other, was 
= > Intent of this Letter; and which, in the Courſe 
it, ly humbly conceive, will be cletly demon- 

1 te 
4 Ir wt attentively conſider che Nature of our 
oernment, nothing appears more manifeſtly, than 
I War it may eafily degenerate into an ee or 
1 Tyranny of the Richer over the Poorer. For In- 
ce: Suppoſe the King, Lotds, and Deputies of 
e Commons, ſhould enact a Law, obliging all the 
1 1 in this Kingdom to pay to the Public 40 
Cent. of the annual Value of their Eſtates, according 
Hs 


enti. 
N oY 


to the Rack-Rent ; that all Goods, Chattles, Moni, 
Moveables and Immoveebles, ſhould pay the fame, 
and that this Act ſhould continue in Ponce for Seven i 


T a © # % 


the Execution of it, gives Opportunity to put th: 
ſame Thing, virtually, in Practice? A Set of ric 
with a greater Power, and exerciſe and enjoy a L- 
centiouſneſs not to be parallel'd under the moſt de 
ſpotic Tyrannies: For it is a Licentiouſneſs of th 
worſt Kind, to have one Set of Men left to diſpoę ll 
dens, without any Reſtriction, any Control, any f 
Incitement to . Juſtice, any Dread of Puniſhment; 8 


and with every Inducement to Fraud, Rapine, and 
intereſted Mercenaries boaſt of the Excellence ol 
our Conſtitution . and Government, and. 8 8 1 


N 1 | : 9g 6+ 4 
ouſly prefer it to the famous Republics of Gre 
— 25 - # 4 * S 3 „ ˖ ‚— Sets FF 444 + .@. 1 3 1 * 23 
CW ; 
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une; d Rome. Perhaps, at preſent, it may be found to 
% dulge them with more Power, and therefore they 
e very liberal in their Commendations of it, But 
3 our Government, with reſpect to the Leſſer Free- 
Poſ. olders, and the Bulk of the People of Property, 
Jas fo excellent primarily, I am ſure it has deviated 
om its Origin, wants a Retroſpection of its Laws, 
d to be reduced to its firſt Principles, and antient 
andard. To make this manifeſt, indulge me in a 
AQ, igreſſion, and let me take a ſhort View of ſome 
iſtoms in the above-mentioned Republics, and ſee 
much better their Laws, their Courts of Judi- 
ure, Peeiſions of Meum and Tuum, were con- 
aged, and managed for the Preſervation of Liber- 
and fecuring of Property, than the Laws, &c. 
der our Government. 2 5 
Tax Manner of making a Law among the Athe-- 
in ans was thus: When any Man had contrived any 
ing, which he thought was for the Good of the 
mon- Wealth, he firſt communicated it to the 
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2 Li- Wings which concern'd the Public ;. the Prytanes 
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No Law was propoſed to the Aſſembly, except 


and rt Meeting, and be able to give à more delibe- 
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rate judgment upon it. When the Multitude v 


his Reaſons for what he propoſed ; and if theſe Wer 


under the Hangman's Hands. 


Caſes yet if any Man eſtabliſl 


(46) 


come together, the 8 was read, and -Y 
Man had Liberty to ſpeak: his Mind about 1 
Whole, or any Clauſe of it; and if, after due Gl 1 
ſultation, the Aſſembly thought it inconvenient, i i 
Was rejected; if they 1 of it, it =4 
a Fn9:ope Or;Neu@-, a temporary or perpetual 
No Man, without a great deal of Caution, a 
A 8322 Underſtanding of the former Laws ui 
Conſtitutions, durſt preſume to propoſe a new on 
the Danger being great, if it ſuited nôt with ns 
Cuſtoms and Inclinations of the People. adm l 
a Cydiathenian, is ſaid to have loſt his Life on th 3 
Account, being made a Sacrifice to the Rage of th Y 
Multitude. Not much unlike this Severity \ Was th 
Ordinance of Zaleucus, the Locrian Law- giver ; 5 
which it was appointed, that whoſoever, W 
the enacting a new, Law, or the Abrogation of 1 
old one, ſhould come into the Aſſembly with i 
Halter about his Neck, and in that Condition. he 
thought good, and ſufficient, his Propoſal was em. 
braced ; if not, he ſtraitway Soar out his Sol 


And tho' the Athenians were not. quite ori 0 4 
except upon ſome extraordinary 7 Occaſions, |, w 3 
the giddy Multitude was hurry d on with unuſul I 
Rage and Vehemence, as happen'd in Eudenus 
'd a Law, Which 

Was prejudicial to the Commob- Wealth, he might 
be alle! in Queſtion for it any Time within the 
Spice of one whole Year, In theſe Cales, A WII JH 
tranſgr g the Laws might take hold of bim; J 

2 | he had Not taken Care to publiſh his ral 4 
poll 


_ (17) 
de l in due Time; Secondly, I he propoſed it in 
1 e vigueus and fallacious Terms; Thirdly, If he 
1e Co 7 keived Laws. | Y | NW, N 
ient, oro finding the Rich Men proud and haughty, 
d in che Poor groaning under the Burden of their 
preſſion, to caſe their Grievances, divided the 


A 


, , 3 
n th 
_— 


th poſed the inferior People to their Cruelty and Op- 
con, nor wholly deprived them of having a 
ere in the Government; as he himſelf fays. 


4 . 
1 * 


10 bat Power as fit I did on all beſto, 
gin - rais'd the Poor too bigh, nor preſs'd too low : 
e Rich that rul d, and every Office bore, 
ind by Laws, they could not preſs the Poor: 
tb Parties I fecur'd from lawleſs Might ; = 
zone prevail d upon another's Right. . 
bw | | Mr, CREECH.” 
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| ; | — appear 
g for the higheſt Preferments. Yet ſuch was 
FEB os AY 1:4 4 the 


Writ 8 r h : 8 
Tue Romans did the ſame. See Livy, who ſays, Per hec con- 

un; /i ed deducta res oft, ut Tribunos militum conſulari poteſtate proviſcue 
* Patribus ac plebe creari finerent ; de conſulibus creandis nihil muta- 
_. BS | retur ; 
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2 ® * 
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( 18) = 
the Modeſty of the Commons, that they left the chief 
Offices, and ſuch as the Care of the Common-Wealt MM 
depended upon, to Perſons of ſuperior Qyality ; a: Wh 
firing no higher than the Management of petty ani 
trivial Buſineſs, But till, in their Aſſemblies, they il 
Tetain'd a Power of even reverſing the Sentences of 
the Court of Areopagites, the moſt facred and vene- 
rable Tribunal in all Greece. = 
Ax ſo careful were the Magiſtrates, that the 
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that they had Officers to compel the Commonalty 
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of the Exchequer to ſuch as came to the Aſſembly 
in due Time, the Expectation of which drew m- 


T 


4 


ny of the poorer Sort to the Convention early. 
* And when any new Laws were exhibited, any 
Private Man might have free Acceſs to the Senate, 
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retur; eoque contenti tribuni, contenta plebs fuit z—=tribunos enim © 
omnes patricios creavit populus contentus eo, quod ratio habita plebeii- 0 
rum effet. Hanc modeſtiam equitatemque, et altitudinem animi, uli 
nunc in uno inveneris, que tunc populi univerſs fuit? L. iv. c. 6. 
"That is : The Reſult of their Debates was, that the Patricians con- 
ſented that Military Tribunes ſhould be choſen promiſcuouſly out of 
the Senators and Commonalty, but nothing ſhould be alter'd in te 
Elections of Conſuls ; with which both the Tribunes and the People 
were well ſatisfied, ——And the People having carried their Point, ⁵ 
choſe all the Tribunes out of the Patricians, being content with the 
Regard which was ſhewn them. Where can we find in our Days 
ſuch Modeſty, Moderation, Good-Nature, and Greatneſs of Soul, 
in one ſingle Perſon, as was then the diſtinguiſhing Character of a 
whole People? | M 
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* See Potter, p. 148. 
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619 
Dr. Potter. tells us, Solon intending to make 
ie Athenians a free People, and wiſely conſidering 
at nothing would more conduce to ſecure. the 
Fommonalty from the Oppreſſion of the Nobi- 
ry, chan to make them final Judges of Right and 
ron g, enacted, that the Archons, who had been 
he ſupreme Judges in moſt Cauſes, ſhould have 
Ettle farther Power than Examinations, but ſhould 
fer the Determinations of ſuch Cauſes to Judges 
hoſen out of the Citizens, without Diſtinction of 
© Ny ; the very meaneſt being, by Solon, admit- 
1 dd to give their Voices in the popular Aſſembly. 
A&ky his Conſtitutions, the whole Power and Ma- 
agement of Affairs were placed in the People; it 
as their Prerogative to receive Appeals from the 
courts of Juſtice, to abrogate Old Laws, and enact 
Neu; and to make what Alterations.in the State they 
-* = convenient in all Matters, whether public or 
Private, foreign or domeſtic. Any Perſon, above 
= Years of Age, might deliver his Opinion before 
ee Aſſembly, concerning the Matter in Debate. 
5 4 3 gave theirSuffrages by holding up their Hands : 
ut when a great Man was to be accuſed, they did 
by caſting Beans, or Pebbles, into Urns, leſt the 
2M Sreatneſs of the Perſon ſhould. biaſs them, and, 
rough Fear, a Reſtraint ſhould be laid on their 
clinations. S0 happy were the Athenians, ſo 
it and equal their Laws. | 
Lux us now take a View of. the Proceedings « of 
Pp 3 Romans in their Enaction of Laws. © ep 
== Taz Laws of the Romans were firſt propoſed | 
＋ by . ſome Magiſtrate, and then aſſented to by the 
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® Se Potter, p. 108. f p. 97 
D 2 People, 


(20) 
pple, in ſome of their reſpective nin or A 
ales of the whole. Body of the People. Trill 1 
only Magiſtrates, who had Power to propoſe Law 
were Confſuls, Prætors, the Dictator, the Interre, | 
and the Tribunes off the Commons. If any of GG : 
Magiſtrates thought fit to prefer a new Law, he fir Z 
drew 3 it up, wherein he took the Advice of ſom 
- and ſome would have the Approbation d 9 = 
the Whole Senate, tho' that was often omitted. Af. $ 
ter this the intended Law was hung up, of expoſed 5 1 
in the Market - Place for the Space of eee * 
Days, rribus Nundinis by the Cecilia Didia Lex 
which was call d the Promulgation of a Law ; : 8 
being deſigned that, in the mean Ti ime, all People > 
might conſult of the Expediency of it, and: ever Y 
one have free Liberty to admoniſh him, who pre- 
ferr'd it, of any juſt Reaſon, either to amend-it, «« 
wholly ſurceaſe- che P ropoſal. Aſter the third 5% 3 
the Magiſtrate bi the People at that Place, 
where it was proper to propoſe the Law : Ther 9 
the Town-Clerk, or Notary, reading the Law; the 4 I 
common Cryer proclaim d it; which done, he that al 
yromulged it, made an Oration of the Reaſonable- AF 
neſs 'of it, perſuadin the People to paſs it; and 
ethers, who Gilli ds it, made . ſhew its C 
Inconveniencies: After theſe Harangues were finiſh'd, i 
an Urn, or Pitcher, was br ronght- to certain Prieſts 8 1 
there preſent, into which were caſt the Names of i 
the Tribes, Centuries, or Curiæ, (according as it 
Was preferr'd in the reſpective Aſſemblies of either 4 
of theſe) and that Tribe, Century, or Curia, whoſe WH 
Natne was firſt drawn, Uid firſt” give their Votes, Y 
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» See de. Gel}. Lib. xv. Cap. 27. See Abkins, p. 132. See * YH 
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( 22 ) 

the Majority'of e en the Law was either uu 

"IF rejected. . 

Far theſe Vereine be ber ah not over- 

Ned or influenced by the Grearnefs or Authority 'of 

Senators, or any Perſons in their Intereſt; the 

fu Lopes Tabellariæ were iyſtituted, or Voting by 
,: So that no Man could know on which "Side 

Denizon, of Freeman, gave his Vote. A 


# Man calls this, Vindii Libertatis, which 


1 af the Fate of the Common-Weakh for 
en Age, and was the only Barrier, which hinder'd 
„ * Ariſtocracy from ſubverting the popular Go- - 
IF vernment, by contriving to conceal i, 9 
| of the Commons, and ſcreen them from the Re- 
ſentments of their Superiors. In ſuch Cafe, where 
e People are left to their own Liberty, they will 
make Choice, not of 'thoſe whom they fear, but 
IF whom they love, and eſteem, for their Attach- 
ment to the National Intereſt; | not of Laws 
eeulated to - eaſe the Rich, and burden” 'the 
or, den of uw as" are e re Juſt __ 


2 at any Time thi T; 9 of the 9 
any of the Magiſtrates, propoſed Laws; the 
wn by their Suffrages, could eſtabliſh. them; 
ad make them binding, without the Concur- 
Y Ince of the Senate, or even in Oppoſition to 
er Inelinations . Their. Dectces, | without the 
* pprobation of tho Patricians, Were made obligatory 
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ä 7 Leges Tabellarias Populus un ab et potentia Princigun 
agitawit. Tull. de Leg. L. iii 
ET Livy, L iii, cap. 55 
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( 22) 2 
upon all the Roman People e; fo far were tha IJ | 
from giving a Power to Rich to domineer, % 
rannize over, and rob the Beer, by Laws eme d 
bh hout their Conſent +... 2 1 
Now, my Countrymen „ give me Leave. to ad 
e upon a View of this ſhort Abſtract of the Pi. 1 
vileges of Greece and Rome, and the Security vl 
their Liberties and Properties, what do you think = 
our own Conſtitution! and Extedacm Did you il D 
ever agree, or conſent, to make Three or Four 4 r 
your. Neighbours, becauſe they have a little mon 
Wealth than yourſelves, arbitrary Diſpoſers of vou I u 
Liberties and Properties, and to give Power "o | 
rob and plunder you, without Proſpect of Redreſ, al 
or Room for Appeal? Is a Power of this Kind 3 
agreeable to the Nature of our Conſtitution ? If 1% 
be not, ſhould we not reſume our original Rights, 1 | 
and reduce our Government to its antient Free- 
dom with all poſſible Speed, leſt, by Degrees, we 
berobb'd of all our Privileges ? If Gall Encroach- 
ments are permitted to be made upon the Bounds of ll 
3 a Torrent of Miſery and Slavery will Toon 3 

TRIALS by Juries, and Appeals from 50" to 
ſuperior Tribunals, from inferior Magiſtrates 45 ſu- 
perior, were, formerly, conſidered as She 4 
ces and Bulwarks of Liberty; but Laws _ been 
enacted, of late Vears, giving abſolute Power to 
mean and paltry F ellows tc to fit as Lord Chancellors, Y 


— 


* Livy, L. * cap. 12. Ut Plebiſcita i omnes Quirites tenerent.— f A 
Poe hy Jumma pate 2 omnium rerum. Tull. . 

See Polybius, B. vi. Etenim fi quis legem inducat, Kc. 
; Principiis e, fer fe o medicina paratur, 


E mala per longas invaluere moras. 


3 
+ — 
» > 
= 
3 
_ 
* 7 
J 
2 
5 


3 gx their Nughbod” Properties, and taking 
r, nay al Power of appealing | by Certiorari And 
IS theſe Creatures is this Power given, without o- 
ing them to be accountable to any ſuperior Court 
o a their corrupt Conduct. | gt 
e PN. Wren therefore, my Countrymen, we ruminate 
me Freedom of the Romans and Greeks, and 
mpare the Juſtice and Equity of their Laws, and 
acial Proceedings, with the Conduct of our Com- 
ur d igioners of the Land- Tax, and the Powers they 
"Me inveſted with; may I not juſtly aſk you, whe- 
rction of Law? A great Man * ſays, where 
ages are permitted to pervert Juſtice, and wreft 
vranny in the World. Is not this the State that 
u are in, my Countrymen? And is it not a Shame 
ec. you, to the Name of Liberty, and a Free Briton, 
bave permitted this Tyranny to have reign'd fo 
= over eo nf in of en 
Fon God's Sake! my Countrymen, rouſe up 
orſelves, and, at leaſt, attempt to ſhake off this 
brian Slavery, and curb the Inſolence of your 
ſulting Faſk-maſters, who, in Truth, are worſe 
an thoſe who held ael in Bondage, becauſe they 
but the Breath of your Noſtrils, and Creatures 
your own forming. You have repoſed Confi- 


His Words are: When Jadges are ſuffer'd to pervert Jaſ- 
ee, then is a mix'd Government the worſt Tyranny in the World: 
is a Tyranny eſtabliſhed by Law); tis authorized by Conſent ; and 
ch a People are bound down with Fetters of their own making. 
IE Tyranny, which governs by the Sword, has few Friends but Men 
f tbe Sword; but a legal Tyranny, where the People are call'd to 
Ponprm Iniquity with their own Voices, has of its Side the Rich, 
he Lazy, the Fearful, thoſe that know the Law, and get by k. 


= 


dence in them, made them, yqur Delegates, trufi 4 
them with the Sword. of 5 — to _— for H 
Defence of your Liberties and Properties; and th 1 
Have baſely thruſt i it into Your OWN! Bowels, ven 1 
mortal Stab to your Birthright, and left you t LAN. 
guiſhing Dupes of your ;own Oredulity and Gol 
dence : But tho ag Britiſh Lian may doze for 9 
chile, I truſt he will rouſe up himſelf, and con¾Ræue 
cheſe proud Arabons, i of Zeal u 
the Liberty and Birthright of 2 Briton ſtill remain 3J 
Ir becomes you, my Countrymen, to apply 
Remedy to this growing Evil with all poſſible Spec 4 
leſt the Canker, by Degrees, corrode, eat up, an 
deſtroy your Libenics your Privileg 4 your Pro E 
L patios you Slaves, without Pi 1 
4 Bu I ſhall wave this Digreflion, eue . 
4 A mote exact Examination of the judici 41 Proceed! 
n _ ings of theſe Gentlemen, as alſo of the Ad tha 
1 Authority is grounded on, that their baſe Cond 9 
N appear in its own proper Light. = 
Wurm an Appeal is made againſt ſuch 4 Gaul 1 
kent, collufive Aſſeſſment, as I have repreſent 
above, you: may remember, an Oath is tender'd vl 
vou, and you ate alk'd, ** Whether-or no you. ar] 
, rated above 4.4. to the Pound, accurding to the 
6 Racl- Rent? If you are conſeientious, and il | 
Nu, you are diſmiſs d in a-Lordly Manner by t 
Commiſſioners, and, inſtead of Redreſs, meet wid 
Ribaldry and Inſults. I know: this to be your cm 
| men Caſe; tho, it's true, I have heard a Commit 
ſioner exclim againſt the Injuſtice of ſuch Proceed: 
ings, and the ſlovenly Way theſe Animals, theſe tin 
- Te, of Power, 157 * Giſperching Bufineſs ; but, 


' notwithitanding, he has filently concurr'd in 5 3 
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Fulh F es, and reſted contented to be. s Faaker of the 
ui boil. ” 4 5 
1 0 eurer me, y Countrymen | whillt 1005 
aver e the Examination of the Nature and Legality of 
WM: Procedure of theſe Gentlemen. 

Is the firſt Place, the Act Ne Seck. 4 | That 
for 2 } Manours, Meſſua Uages, Lands; — 22 doh 
avi! be charged with as much — as Pelfible, by 
al {in Pound Rate. Sect. 8. The C s are fe- 
red ts cauſe the Proportions 8 on the refpec- 
We Divifons to be equally aſſeſs d'; and farther on, 
lors are required to aſſeſs the dum given 
nin Charge upon all Manor, &c. * an equal 
YH bund-Rate, 50 
Nov if theſe Comtmiſticners; theſe acſpotc Abe 

n,, virtually of your own Creation, ſhould pro- 
cet, ed in the Choice of Aſſeſſors, in the esl 
the anner ended above, and continue the fame 


_ 


beime of tendering the Oath to Appellants, as be- 
| R—_ I fay, if Things ſhould be tranſacted 
this Manner, atlong-run, Oppreſſion may come to 
| © cha P als, that no Perſon, who pays . for above | 
3 do J. a-Year to the King, may y- above 1 Ul. in 
u are Pound, according to the Rac, "Rear, even at a 
3 3 when the Lands are tax'd at 48" in "the 
un * 2 259 l 
7 tr I Otter 10 hg this a Ville" mere nne and 
= tellipible, 1 am obly to have ä to Poli- 
m ee, and Calculations. eee — 1501 
Ds. Davenant, and Mr. King bete Js 
e National Rental per hp" * 
= OTHERS make it about 20,000,000 
* when I refle& on the many ; 
various 6 made in 
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 Puipes {quod alii fuit Franzis. Says Parzxcvul us. 


1 (26) 
> within theſe 50 Years y if 
wy Bing — - gu. 


have had of People in 
almoſt Peace; 05 roman 


pa and, a8 1 N on 
heat only, amounted, in one 


_ Year, to 100,000. ; I fy, when 
I confider all theſe Things, I con- 
. ceive the National Rental cannot 
be.lefs per Anh. tan 20,000,000 
Urox' the Aſſeſſment of the 
pg +4 William and Ma- 
. think, at 44. to the Pound, | 
Land-Tax amounted to 5 1,9772513 17 18 
about 100,000 o 0 


- 10 Lands E 4%, a * 
<q * 1 - * y ; 
% 4 2 


Bor if 1 were 9%" ah 
FA — Rack-Rent, I preſume, 


, near per Aan. ' 4,000,000. . 1 
* . Commiſſioners are the Dernier | 


Reſport, and have ſuch full Powers fenced round 4 


ers, after this Manner. That they have = 
3 ee — of ff 


2 
*. Non enim ibi conſiſunt exempla, unde ca perunt ; 3 : ſad, « guamlibet i * 
tenuem recepta tramitem, latifſime 3 viam Halls: e 


« them- | 
+ * ke 


benſelves AD LIBITUM, and therefore they will 

ay but one Penny in the Pound, tho' Lands are 
ad at 45. becauſe they perceive, that the reſt of 
che Eſtates in the Pariſh are ſufficient to pay the 
chole Gf, and yet the Tax will not amount to 
on the Pound, according to the Rack-Rent ; 
and becauſe it is to be preſumed that the Legiſlature 
intended them to male UG of the Indulgence that 
it has given in this Manner; otherwiſe Proviſion 
vould have been made to guard againſt it: As alſo, 
becauſe * they ſpend their Time and Money in the 
Execution of their Offices, and therefore ought 10 
= | | * a 
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1 
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Wen the Horentines had been defeated by Phillipè Viconti, Lord 
IE Lombardy, and they were obliged to raiſe the Taxes equally, 
"Whereas, formerly, the Rich and Great Men had been accuſtom'd to 
favour'd, the Gentry exclaim'd againſt the Impoſition call'd Ca- 
7, becauſe it reſtrained their Tyranny, and obliged them to pay 
I qual Share, in Proportion to their Poſſeſſions; tho' the Tax went 
sn chearfully cnoogh. with the Commonalty. But when a Retro- 
eaion was going to be made of what the Gentry were in Arrear, 
eaſing themſelves through their Power and Influence formerly; 
ga Propoſal was made, that the Money ariſing from thence ſhoul 
apply” towards the Reimburſement and Relief of ſuch who had 
en forc'd to ſell their Eſtates to pay the Taxes, and were thereby 
duced to Poverty, which was but a juſt and equitable Motion, the 
entry were terribly affrighted, exclaim'd againſt the Tax as unjuſt 
a unequal ; and added, That it was but reaſonable thoſe Perſons æubo 
"I linguiſb' d, or neglected, their own private A fairs for the better Ma- 
2 ement of the Public, ſhould be favour d in their Taxes; for devoting 
a, whole Labour to the Benefit of the State, there was no Fuſtice nor 
9 quity in the World, that the City ſhould have the Profits of their In- 
_ 22 and Eſtate, and from others receive only the Contributions of their 
RE ates. | | 
Thoſe, who were for the Carafto, reply'd, ** That as for the 
Pains they took, and their Solicitude for their Country, if it were 
= troubleſome to them, they might have Liberty to retire; for there 
Vas no Doubt but ſome well- affected Citizens would be found, 
who would not repine to ſerve the City both with their Councils 
and Eftates ; and that there were ſo many Honours and Perquiſites 
11 attending thoſe great Offices, as might ſuſſice any reaſonable _ 
E 1 UM | E „ ſons 
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4 eaſe each other; the modeſt Confeſſion of one of a 
which I myſelf received from his own Mouth. 
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ACCORDING to Mr. King's Calculations, the 
Gentlemen, who have an Income of 200 J. per Ann. 
Wenn $9 nbayt 26,nc0.s and. a4 then, on an Arc. BB 


© 


b ; 
chis Kingdom haye {et over themſelves, by Laws of 


their own conſtituting. . 4 
Now, as the Land- Tax, the 4th and , 

2 of William and Mary, at 4.5. in the 

g amounted to — 

And, as we ſhall allow for Perſonal 
Eſtates at this Time — 


_ 
" l _ 
. . * 93 i 5 
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* - «2 -. 
. . 2 * J C 
= 
= a "MF x8 1 
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7. ſons, without Abatement of their Taxes, But their great Di % 
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7 content was from another Cauſe : The y were offended, that 
they could not make War, at other People's Charge, as they were 
1 uſed to do formerly; but were obliged to bear their Share, as well 
% as their Neighbours. . Had this Way been found out before, there 
% would have been no War with King Ladif/ao then, nor with Duke al 
* Phillip now; both which Wars were undertaken to fill the Coi- 
6 fers of ſome particular Citizens, more than for any general Neceſ- 
* fity.”-——Thz far Mr. Macniavzl, Hip. of Florence, L. IV. 
Here, I cannot help remarking how. uniform the Gentry have ® 
Her, in all Ages, in endeavouring to load and oppreſs the meaner 
eople with the Burden of Taxes, and eaſe themſelves by their Power 4 
and Influence; and how prompt they have been to uſe all Manner of i 
Artifices to ſlip their Necks out of the Collar, and put the Fun 0 
Voke on their poor, feeble Neighbours. The Florentine Gentry il 
then, and the Britzhh at this Time, are exactly the fame in all their 
{ſelfiſh Views, and avaricious Intentions ; and, I hope, my Country- 
men will ſhew that they have Souls not more abject than baſe Jalil. 
nt; but ſuch as will diſcover the ſame Reſentment, and be as reſo- 


Jute and ſagacious in procuring proper Redreſs, | 3 
BuT il 


_ „ 
or if the fame Artifices and Oppreſſions, the 
cCCeonning and Collufion, be made Uſe of with 
Naa co Perſonal Eſtates, as have been with reſpect 
„ the Neal, we may, one Day or other, perhaps, ſee the 
Ann, onal Eſtates of the Manufacturers and Traders 
Ave. this Kingdom tax d at 1, ooo, ooo J. inſtead of 
ooo J. as a falſe, Notion of the Landed Intereſt 
often prevails. * | 
As we ſhall confine ourſelyes to J. 
National Rental mpft commonly ap- 
e, we will fer the annual Produce, =» 
. in the Pound, at — 4,000,000 
rar preſent Perfonal Eſtates at 
, ooo J. from whence the Lands do | 
| | has. i 


Axyp leſs than what they would pro- J. 
ces, if tax'd up to the Rack-Rent, 2,172,287 
urge Field for Injuſtice, Iniquity, and Oppreſſion 
ange and expatiate in: A Sum which, every one 
| +. ill allow me, is ſufficient to ſupport any ſuch frau- 
were lent Scheme as I am going to ſet forth, and which 
a WY + in the Power of the Commitiners of the 
Duke and- Tax of this Kingdom to put in Practice. 
ros this Computation, therefore, we ſhall find 
os ee Lands of this Kingdom pay, at this Time, but 
have Wbout 214. 4 to the Pound. Now ſuppoſing the 
ane: Mpppreſſion, I fare mentioned above, ſhould extend 
1 Mele with Time *, and increaſe with Years, it 
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| Country- 

33331 ee eee ee 
emo repente fit peſſimus, aut fuit turpiſſimus. 

. It ſeldom happens, that the Liberties of a Country are invaded 

ll at once: The Steps of Power are leiſurely and ſlow; Miniſters, 

o have it in their Thoughts to change the Nature of a Govern- 

i= | ment, 
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that you would be obliged to pay all the Land-Tax ii 


Syreat. O! my Countrymen, © Conſider, in this you 
Day, the Things which belong to your Peace, be. 


the Leſſer Frecholders, per Ann.— 4,00 


(39) 1 
Countrymen, your Situation would be ſuch, 8m 
this Kingdom; and, at the fame Time, theſe Com 
miſſioners would have the Power and Effrontery . 
command, inſult, and laugh at you, for ſufferi BB 
fuch Authority to be lodged in their Hazds, thru 3 
your own Indolence and Negligence : At ſuch 
Time, you will be but a Sort of Yaſſak to them, wu 
will enjoy all the Fat of your Lands, at your EY 
pence, and tiot in the Effects of your Labour ani 


* fore they are hid from your Eyes: For, then, the 
* Men will laugh at your Calamity, and mock when 
e your Fear cometh ; when your Fear cometh as 2 
«© Deſolation, and your Deſtruction as aWhirlwind.” 

_ To illuſtrate what I have advanced and inſinuated, 
and to make it more clear and manifeſt, pardon me, 
my Countrymen, if I burden you with another 
Calculation. 2 3 3 
Su rrosx the Rack-Rent of the Lands in a I. 
City, Town, or Pariſh, to be, per Ann. — 5, 000% 


f 
8 
F 


* 


Of theſe, in the Hands of the Commiſſioners, 1, 0% 
* There would then remain to be paid for by 3 


ment, go to Work by Degrees. At firſt, they make Uſe of the moſt 
e Hands they can poſſibly procure ; ordering it ſo, that the ln 

People may not perceive who it is that puts their Fetters 0n.—_— = 
DavzxaxrT, Vol. III. B . = 
. Macnriaver ſays, That Things, w ich are diſcover'd at a Diſ. 
tance, (which is done only by prudent Men) produce little Miſchief 
but what is eaſily averted : But when, through Ignorance or Inadver- 
rency, they come to that Height, that every one diſcerns them, there 
is no more Room for any Remedy, and the Diſeaſe is incurable. — 
See his PrINCE. | | 7 
Mr. Kix makes this to be near about the common Proportion. 


(31) 

® Let the Sum to be aſſeſs d upon this Pariſh, or, 
Com c. be 625 J. which amounts to 25, 6d. Per Pound, 
tery n cording to the Rack-Rer7. | 

Now, ſuppoſe the Commiſſioners act, agreeable to 
eir Power, in the Choice of an Aſſeſſor, an Inſtance 
wich 1 have given you above; and this Tool aſ- 
„Who files the Leſſer Freeholders at 2s. 54. in the Pound, 
r Ex.ccording to the Rack-Rent, and the Commiſlioners 
r and t 1 d. in the Pound, according to the Rack- Rent. 
„yo. I this Caſe, the Leſſer Freeholders will J. . 4. 

pr their Eſtates, at 25. 5 d. in the ta 
ound Rack-Rent, for 4,000 J. per Ann. 620 16 8 
hen Tur Commiſſioners for their Eſtates, | 
as 4 f 14. in the Pound, according to the 

1 Rack-Rent, will pay for 1000 / per Ann. 434 


$SESSED on the City, &c. paid—Total « 625 © o 
Hx Rx we may obſerve, that the ſmall, or Leſſer 
Treeholders, are calculated as paying but 25. 54. to 
ie Pound; and the Dons, the Commiſſioners, but 
ne Penny in the Pound, and yet the whole Sum 
3 ſeſs d may be raiſed upon the Town, Ville, Liberty, 

3 c. notwithitanding. Now if this ſhould be the 
ae, if this righteous Scheme ſhould be univerſally 
ooo ut in Practice, how are vou, my Countrymen, to 
Procure Redreſs ? If the Oath ſhould be tendered 
o you, to make Inquiſition, whether or no you pay 
Wbove, or are aſſeſſed above, 4 f. in the Pound, you 
are too conſcientious to ſwear off. To whom are 
you to a * then? To what Court can you fly 
for Relie 

| You, 8 may fog, my 8 that 
f Whis will never ha but give me Leave to afk 
Hou, why ſhould the P e Poſlbility of its Being _ 
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(32) 

And 1 muſt tell you, that this Tyranny is advancin 
 apace, is actually making large Strides towards UW 
verſality; it is a 8 in Embrio, in Miniatur, 3 

and how ſoon he may grow up to Maturity, and ll 2A 
his devouring 5 on the Bulk of your Proper j 1 
you know not: feel his Gripes already tf 1 t 
their Coſt, and B01 don yo who are exempt 1 3 

this Time, may roar out under the ſame Di 3 
is uncertain. Beſides, it was ſcarce ever know A 
when Increachments have been made by the No- 
bility and Gentry upon the common People, th 
they ever gave them up; or what they eſtabliſh 1 
by Cuſtom was ever renounced without terribæ WM 
Confuſion, and a Deluge of Blood. Witneſs the IJ 1 
editions and Feuds occaſioned by the be 1 
Laws, the Fate of the Gracchi, and the total Sub- b A 
verſion of the Roman Commonwealth. Nay, the 
whole Roman Story, after the Expulſion and Death 9 
of the Targuins to the Days of Sylla, is but one 4 1 
continued Scene, repreſenting the Pride, Infolence, iſ : 
Tyranny, Oppreſſion, Avarice, and Incroachments 
of the Gentry npon the Commonalty; and the 80. 
rious Stands ind Seroggles the P made. to pro 
ſerve their Libertics,. For a long Time they were 
en IE e back thei, Artifices 3 b the 


* — upon 7 8 Diath,/2 Is nuncio erefH Patrts, erde 
glebs: fed Patribus nimis luxarioſa ea fuit Letitia : plebi, pui ad cam 
diem Summa infervitum 2 rias a primori bus yo] cer = — = 
That is, ———_ pon — 7 . and-Comme 
&« Lin e former were quite tranſported); Hicherto 
by yr 9 41 to the Middling 2 ple; Ae 


cc 2 very Day, reſs, inſult, and Amide 4 
bo — — „o 2 e. ay 3 "mp 
yr ants 4 bow or; bo * 88 1 
One been in 8 Au. | E | 


Sey 


eatry were never at Reſt ; tho Eiduy tells us, at 
c they. made but little Oppoſition openly ; aſuetft 
n tali certaminis genere vinri. And tho the Tri- 
omitial Power had clipp'd their Wings ſo much, 
at, for near 240 Vears, there happen'd no remark- 
ble Seditions; yet the Gentry were never contented 
i an Equality of Power, nor ſatisfied with a mo- 
erate Share of Property; but at laſt, through their 
A varice, Pride and Tyranny, ſo involved Affairs, 
bat they hurried both themſelves and the Commo- 
Salty into Tyranny and Slavery, rather than give up 
obeir Point, and live- upon an Equality with their 
he was this tyrannical and oppreſſive Diſpoſition 
101 of the Gentry, which produced that remarkable Re- 

tion in Denmark; and the many Calamities which 
ow attend that Kingdom. My Lord Molefworth 
Arz the Peace in 1660; the King conven d 

e Fates of the Kingdom, in order to pay off the 
Arrears due to the Army, and relieve the Diſtreſſes 
f his People. The Gentry in that Kingdom, ac- 
cCording to their uſual Practice, debated how the 
ums of Money requiſite might, with the greateſt 
e and Conveniency, be levied upon the Com- 
monalty, without the leaſt Intention of bearing any 

proportionable Share themſelves. Several Diſputes 
; SF arote, and many ſharp Expreſſions paſs d between 

f them. On the one Hand. the Nobility, or Gen- 
ry, were for maintaining their antient Prerogative of 

paying Nothing by way of Tax, but only by volun- 


tary Contribution; and ſhew'd- themſelves too ſtiff 
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at @ Time when. the. Country.was exhauſted, and m 
the remaining Riches were lodged in their Hand 
— — not on 7 
to vindicate, but even to widen and enlarge, t 1 l 
es above the Clergy and Commonalty, wal 

laying Impoſitions on them - ut Pleaſure; wu 3 
Weight they themſelves wouldinot touch with one 1 
their Fingers, any fr de G bn . ſ 
On the other Hand, the Cler , for their l 
Adherence tothe Imerett of their _ and * 3 = 
Burghers, vigorous Defence the Cin y 1 
thought they might 5 . res we 'Y 
be conſidered, at leaſt, as good Subjects in a St \ | 
which they themſohves had ſo valianthy defence 1 
They remember d the great Promiſes made the 10 AY 
when dangerous zes were to be taken 1 
Hand, and hom ſucceſbilly they had execute I 
them ; "ſaving, from a foreign Yoke, nal 1 
only the 8 of Capenbagen, but the whole King: 4 
dom, the Royal Family, nay, "thoſe very Grealif Y 
Men who, now, dealt ſo hardly with them: They 
judged it, therefore, reuſonable, that the Sumo d 
Money nereſſury ſhould de levied proportronably, ani 
that the Gentry, v enjoy d all the Lands, ſhould, i 
At deaſt, pay dheir Share of the Taxes, use they 
Had mfr — _ y 


Dy od \ Slant, 3 

ter Replies, — Bis: — 
Gentleman, named Oxto Crazy, food up, — i 
© > _ "te Per of he Oy, Ti 
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wr Te from Taxes ; nor the true Condition 
2 E who Were no other than Slaves; 
ea i Dane Unfree)] ſo chat their beſt 
: keep within opens, af and ac- 
x antient Hractice had. ware 
glxed to maintain, 


the City, 
ore tythe, — Were ug Slaves, 
2 * — 838 call d ſe d the 
ity, eptichs. they. Hud node 10 thein Goft; 
1 2 thy Commonaliy, being hr Ed tothe 
1 1 E, 


x ib was nereflary to cd 
0 n e e maſk, efftectuah Means t ſuppreſy the 
xoWolcrable Pride of the) Great Meny'-apd how. te 
na eit Condition; f nude 491. wake the 
abc, and; rather to change Nn 
4 ae, and to bear oma, King, than 
interior Persons z, The. Gteat Man, all the 
Brea F ile ignorant ol their Reſqlutions, baying 2 18 
q Feb nt, Gahan e ene an 
ere not ſenſible. o bo ty »Dapger:z. and. 
m thenes contemn' d 35 — well as Their 
rfotis/ But ſad} was the Sequel, | melpncholyithe: = 
I een for. this Infolencs of the Gentry, land: 
h Men, and their Refuſal 
4 are of the Taxes;rended 1 in the, entire Subverſion 
to BN the. Liberties: of the Nation, and involzed beth: 
t. ich and Poor, | Noble.aod-Ignoble, Great a 
If F all,. An! Slavery and Ruin. Rl 9143 l 018 | 
i 1 ra we have e ene — 
* ons me, n enn 
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to pay; a proportionatt' 5 


Neighbours, r wallow L | 
and Luxury! But let the"tragic 3 of the . 0 A 
Gentry be * Warning to to all ſuch O 
a here e may ſer how · ready ppre 
Preſcription and! Ctiſtom in eek their Tyra. 
nies, and how much it is our Duty to witch care. 3 
fully againft all-Itifiovations, and Triero hien ; 
: our Privileges and” ies. Nod 1 ELIFIR 
EXERT Faden Gets (dere) well 4 
true Britons ;" deſtroy this growing Venom ; lay if L 
your Hereulan Club on the Monſter ; Fn „it the 
Head of this Nulrure, ” Vit ure de- 
vour'd, and your Prope | y to merci- 
Tyrants and Ge Bere is an intoxicating | 3 p 
Cornivance, a rich 801 3 1 
ly adapted to nouriſh and” fofter the noxious if 
y and Oppreſſion. Nip Sper 
fon in he Arg — little * ariſe to 
de great; and ſrnall Merch reges bir „if not WM 
Ropp d, will end e Tyrann . — 4 
What the Ariſtobraity ö 
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460 Rh che Time of 
yrants, did at Athens # Call to 
at "fat Rome, ho were all cho- 
aud che Nee e b the Guardians of Liberty i 

moſt tram led 

I ph and yy 8 N pn 09 
" Cordinal Niehler, fays, it bis Te gamen, Politip l 
p. 2. cap. 4. That it is more neceffary to conſider 
< the ſuture, than the preſent; and that Diſtemp 
&© are like the Enemies of u. State, againſt 
Prudence obliges to march Ce Caray 
2 are come to drioe them out in — 

A Dr. be, G age 56 bn See L. 
Thaeydider,. B 7&8, 2 * * 5 66 « wha 
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„0 80 not follow this Method, -will fall into great a 
Confefions, which it will be very difficult to reme- 
fy afterwards.” And he lays it down farther, 
Tha r it is a common Thing among weak Men 
6 Urive off Time, and to chuſe the preſerving 
1 tt Eaſe for a Month, rather — 
cemſelves of it for a dba to avid the? Trouble 
of ic por many Vears; which they do not confideri;. | 
aey {ec only what is preſent, and do not anticipate 
rime by a wiſe Ploviden ce. oo 07 
Macaverfays,”:' The Rojhdrs could never 
elch the Saying, that is ſo frequent in the Mouths 
3 of our Politiciaus, To enjoy the preſent Benefits of 
ine. They either provided i againſt, or fronted, 
Hanger, and ſeldom let themſelves be overtaken 
by it.“ He fays likewiſe, That Things, which 
e diſcovered at a Diſtance, (Which is done only 15 1 
rudent Men) produce” little Miſchief but what 8 
afily averted. Bui when — © 


I Aten kai to o bew you, 3 tome; 
gos 8 it is to-procraſtinate, to conſult No- 


hing but preſent Eaſe, and to uſe palliating Reme- 

2 ers which are — the Embrio; when the. 

0 Cor roi ves qught to be applied, to 

the Progreſs of — — in b — 2 

laſt, it ſhould abſolutly deſtroy [tae ans of the 

| ody Politick. 

Tax Taille in B was laid « on only to agpport 
= — but has, — been levied ever 


ſince 
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ſiaes the Reign of their King Habu And tho 
Dass and the Taillen, are ele em'd cruel and he 
Burderis;: by the Inhabitabts of that Kingdom; Wl 
dla Shame of. my Guntrymen be it ſpoken, I bel | | 
that People, however -patient of: Slavery, and 1 Y 
to their Prince, would long ago, have a 

[offi:the; Yoke at the Hazard of theit Lives, and & 
_ thelExpanee: of their Fortunes, Mud they been 
ny expoſeds bythe Laws and — of Stat 
| Tyranny and Rapine'o64beir Equals, withoy 
CCC a 

rd we are here in Exgiand, by the Laws whi 
—— Land-Tax, and the oporel | 
Uſe, of in the Execution of ti 
2 Witneſſß the Inſutrections v, and Tu mul 
— T at Various Times, excited by the in 
efivable-Averſiori and Diſguſt theſe People had u 
vel; tho laid on with nec ant Equaliznll 
dun the Tur we: have ng ae * 9 
merwof this je and ye. 3 
Wal makes all Taxes: vous, is the UN Y 
equal, and aſt Dita a Loni of them Bl 
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Bare „an Neno Gon in Taue: but doo 
& — — he knovvs he ares a well as hi IJ 
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Taxes are, at all Times, carefully applied to the 
es Fox which they were intended; and theſe Con- 
Werations make the People ly under the greateſt 


wthens... 

Mr Lond Molefworth, tothe fins Purpoſe, 
Before I conclude this Chapter, 1 think it 
very pertinent to take Notice, that, in Denmark, 
there are no Seditions, Mutinies, or Libs, againſt 
the Government ; but all the People either are, ot 
appear to be, Lovers of their King, . —— 
ing their ill Treatment, and the 3 
groan under: And I ſuppoſe one principal Neaſon 
of this to be the Equality of theit Taxes, and the 
Manner of Taxing. 

Ir is not to be imagin'd, r dees be We it 
not, what 4 Comfort it is 70 the- -Bufferers' to be 
ill uſed alike : For Poverty and Riches being.only 
WF {ach in Proportion, provided Men +be- treated like 
Wt their Neighbours, they grumble not: That, which 
VLexes the Oppreſſed in moſt Countries, (eſpecially 
che common People, who are mere than ordinaty 
esvious) is to ſee ther - Gounty, their Parifh, 
WF 7beir Houſe tax'd' more than kbrir Nerghoours : 
And they have Reaſon'to be diſcontented at this; 
WE for. it brings real 'Pover'Ty upon thoſe who ate 
WF overtax'd,. It does not diminiſh the ten Stock bf 
che Subjects Money, which would keep A Com- 


1 | — — and N. ries at t equal Rates but E 
4 8 Men's Pockets, Ahn e e — 1 
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640 | 
Box, to clearly convince my Country men, of i 
Oppreſſions they lie under, the arbitrary Power F.] 
have unwarily conſtituted, and the Slavery they Mi 
ſubject to, I ſhall lay before them a conciſe Hf 
cal Narrative of the Methods obſerved, in France, 
aſſeſſing and levying the Taxes call'd Taille al 
Taillon, which are conſider'd by the French as il 
moſt oppreſſive and cruel of any exacted from then 7 
By This the Reader will be capable of judging of if 
Value of his boaſted. Engli/b Liberty, and the Pri 
\Jeges. and Advantages an Engliés Freeholder en 
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above a Roturier, or Boor, of Funce. Sorry 1 a 
that, at ſuch a Conjuncture, I ſhould have Cauſe il 

make fo odious a Compariſon. But to the Subiedi 
As ſoon as the Sum his Majeſty of France is ple Y 
ſed to demand of his People, is reſolved upon in H 
- Royal Council, Commiſſions are ſent to the T real 
.. rers-General of France, eſtabliſhed in the Offices ii 
their reſpective Generalities: Which Commiſſion 
enjoin the ſaid Treaſurers- General to divide the Sun 
. which. they are commanded to levy upon their Ml 
ſpective Juriſdictions, into as juſt and equal Prop 
tions as they poſſibly can *; which done, they (end 
them to the Els, or Elects, who are ſomething 
like our Commiſſioners of Land- Tax, and are Judge 
of the Elections; with an Order thereunto annex d 
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ee que les Elus ont fait leur D 
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epartemens ils envoient l 
+ Commiſſions partieulieres aux Conſuls, Maires, Jurats, Syndics ou E 
, chevins de tontes les Villes & Parraiſſes, de leur Elections par leſuelii 
il leur mandent afſeair, impoſer & cotiiſer ſur leur Habitars la Soni 
I declares plus juſtement & egalement qu il ſera poſſible ; le fort por 
tant le foible /aivantÞ Ordonnance. Ces Conſuls pour ce faire, pi 
cedent à annuelle electian, & ſont nommez Afeeurs ; Auſi eft leur char 
dA mettre à la Taille tous les habitans chacun /clon Jes Facultez, Ol 
#” obmettre perſenne.—GIRARD, . 343 5 2 
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wer they are Aarne, N levy-juſt ſuch a 
,. Neither more nor leſs, Within "the Extent of 
lir Elections. The Elects N aſſemble, 


| drave. up 7. 5 l d by .which they aflels *the 
at Villages 7 wh their ſeveral Elec- 
bs, and afterwards ſend thoſe Rolls to the Chief 
ficers of the ſaid Cites, Ge. who aſſemble the 
8 pple ro Aſſeſſors, w ich is done by a Plura- 
Theſe Aſſeſſors make out Rolls, and 


1 80 -=_ anal according to bis Circumſtances 
- 7 Abilities, and tk the beſt ſt of their Judgment. After 
s done, the r Bee chuſe Collectors to collect 


eeafnent, * 9 of their Suffrages; 


"= thoſe are all elected, Who will extcute 
* Office for the les Salary "or Diſcount., The 
>, or Aſſeſſments, are gelber red to Hen Cake 


=, who levy the dum aſſeſs d, and 48 NE the 
ers of the Taxes for FEE Ele = 49 
rz are to return it to the Gen e Tag of . 15 
. nerality, who tranſmit it to err | Treafy 
Ward Conteſts, or Differences, ariſe Goes g 
ee Taxes and Aſſeſime nts, there 9 an Ap ton, 
m the Aſſeſſors to ems Jadg 88. Fe the E. on; 
from their Deciſion to e Court. of Aide 
wh Determination i is final. 
Now, the Difference 12 5 Method of $7 
ing and let the Taxes in England and 
2c is worthy of — Remark, and Compa HY 
« che firſt — cruel and oppreſſive, and as ve 
u ſo vain as to imagine our Liberties and Pro 
t po e much more ſecure, in every; i from the”. 
_ ben ey . 
2, 9 they are ner. eee 
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In the Kingdom of France the * Bln, or Jul 3 
555 are exempt themſelves from thoſe Taxes int I 
common Shape, tho', perhaps, they pay their S 
in another Fotm. "Frain hence, they cannot be will 
der any Biaſs to do Injuſtice, in order to eaſe the 3 

Which I our unhappy Caſe in England. 

AGAIN, in Frante, wle Courts are held at ſan 
Dies from the g. ateft Parts of the Does Citix 1 | 
Villages, &c. concern'd ; fo that the Ju 0 1 0 
de ſuppoſed to be influenced of e I 
465 intance, particular. 2 

Potable, of uftice and e 1 

15 urg 0 f het 98 55 1 
land, the Ctnmtnlttientts ae in the Neigh 

have Favour and Affection to bend veal 
＋ 8 Side, Rancour and Animoity to q 
of the other; fo that it is ten to one, if Juſtice bel 
done in any Diſpute. Our Forefathers were % 
8 of, and fo cantious in ing ag J 
the evil Effects of _ Ree in | 
made a W. incapacitating a 12 . 80 1 
at the Bar in a County Which vs Berth to him: 
But our more wiſe en e thö 


0 th he ein of es ag Pariſhes, the Court of i 
LEES ra nr 3 
Taxes, 15 r of ;3; —— — one Aſſeſſor, 10 


ng cleft, ane Ady rotor for the King, and ſome 
inferior Officets,' books, e rom — we tay obſerve, 1 


See the Preſcat . IO , in E Vols, 1.2m. 9 
ere — 
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Judi Inces of Liberty, and Juſtice, ; conſtituted wok 
unde einne Predecefiors, = 
in t 1 Bur how. neceſſary i it is to. it e N 
n may tend t0 hiaſh 0 
beu st in the Diſtribution of Juſticc, nothing can 
dear dearly cvince; than the Pradtice of mY 1 
„Viet of dhe, Grecian States, "= had 
as e From hence we fi, that it as 
dann Cuſtom of the Court of }Artopagit tes At Athens to 
roll 7. Criminals brought before them in the Dark, that 
nd mit | wok, 'be. under the Tnfldehce even of 4 
Wok, bias them either for or agaits 
tian Crimi Wk to. be ſure, the lefs Knowled 
have of any ; e but the Merits * the Cau 
1 more Probability. there is of 10 0 bing Juftice 
them any Diſpute which comes before a 
then IN France allo, che Taille and Taillon, "oy are af 
ce Ed and collected by Petſans of their own chating®, 
oo are on an equal Footing with thole who are to 
aint, tax d: Perſons who are lected. for their known. 
che) tegrity, Candour, good Senſe, 5 , and In 
to fi Pity, by the Majority of the Suffrages of the 
wm: Kemp who are to be tax'd; and tliis is done with 
tho WD cha" one may have Juſtice i imparti y 
folet: 2 to him, It is impofſible, in France, tha 
— = 5 5 Tol, uchant Sycophants, and Knights 
urt f the Poſt can be choſen Þy the Ela“ to do : any 
King! Faritious Drudgery, or be the Tnftruments of Cor 
Ce tion, in executing, the DiRtates of Favour, or 
ferve, Wrecking the perniciqus Effects of Revenge, And 
imo iy But in this Kingdom, private Piques att 
, fort Ela et 
E-. — Fs RE . e 7 
G2 inſtead 
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ae e ] 1 1 0 ally 
unjuſtly ſeize og 15 ot 
«Toe and ie ners 
ind Redreſs, 7 if they gol 
15 1 * 5 1 85 A Sort of leg anditti, "as are I I 
the K- K—2d—w, and, through Partiality and Col 
ptr, thould * refule- him'Juſtice, he thay appe 
o the Court of Aides. Now though, perha s, hi 
ich in France a6 bo ,pgre egafd to Jaſti | 3 
their Decifions With re reſpect to the Poor, Dire thſ 3 
ye in this Kin dem yet the very Knowle e tha 
: Ek is Room for an Appeal muſt, in ſome N caſurel j L 
induce them to have a 5 ore ie Re d to Juſtice 1 
becauſe if their very Friends, Whom Ties would di Y 
honeſtly rye, are caſt in à tupetior Cautt, it muff 
2dound- to "their « own Diſgr grace, and their Friend 

| Jury. . | Bit a. Free Beatin is manacled down to th q 
Deciſions of an.infolen t, partiz Ele, whoſe Interelii 
often i it is. tprob | him'; anc what 1 is a ſtrong Temp 
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tation ſo to do, i 15, it is the only Par he has to Wo 
tink, Z and 1 it | allo. a Way he 283 purſue v wit : 

un 

IN 55 a ; Caſe, to whom hail our Free Briton fi I 
for Redreſs? *. Why, truly, there is no Way | 
open for him. IIe is ſurrounded: b the N of 
Injuſtice, without a Law to ſhield Rm, or an 4 
lum to fl Per Nei is damn'd' to groan, and couch 
under, Tyranny, like a Turkiſo Peaſant undef 
5 Scourge of an inſolent Baſhaw Ney, 1 wolf 


- — — ——— ——— 


1 Oderant geceare malt formidine pane. 
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done whether his Condition is not worſe than tho 


on are of à Free Brin: 
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a a nobis Lord I mentioned above fags, © That 
xal Hd Denmark is under a worſe Tyranny than the 
F lnhabitants of the Dominions of the Grand Signior, 
(hou yet the Adminiſtration of Juſtice there is prefer- 
are able to the arbitrary Methods, and odious Chica- 
„ ene e eee 
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My Lord Molefworth ſays, Much has been ſpoken, and tvrit- 
ry {evoral Authors, af the Rigour of the Zuge Government; 

e conſider ſome Particulars of it, by way of Compariſon. 
The Turks are the Cofiquerors of the Chliſtians in the Countries 
ey habe ober- run, and have a Sort of barbarous Right to uſe them 
; yet they never perſecute them upon the Account of Conſcience 3 
jey ſuffer them, for the moſt Part, to inhabit, and cultivate” their 
n Lands, without Diſtyrbance, paying only a Caratebe Yearly for. 
ribute;: which, as I have bęen inform d by a Miniſter of his Impe- 
1] Majeſty, amounted, in Hungary, Sclavonia, Servia, and Boſma,. 


muſ ly to about ten We 404. for an ordinary Family in Time of 
iend race, and, during a War, Nothing. | 5 


It is true, the Propriety of all Lands in Turky is in the Grand 5 


or; but, whether it be not better to be only a Farmer at an eaſy 
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tereſ ent, than to have the Name of a Proprietor without a comfortable 
i bbactence, and in Effect to be Maſter of Nothing, I leave the 
mpeg cader to judge, 8 | 1 


The forcing away Children from the poor Chriſtian Parents is ac- 
Wountcd/a great Hardſhip, tho' it be for the e Profit and Ad- 
a acement of theſe Children: Bating the Point of Religion, it is 
rr leſs Miſchief to deprive Parents of their Sons and Daughters, to 
aintain them well, than to leave a heavy Charge upon their Hands, 
2 per: having taken away. all Poſſibility of nquriſhing and educating 
em — * 55 
= The Sun, Soil; Climate, and Situation, with other natural Advan- 
ages of the Grand Signior's Dominions, as to Profit and Pleaſure, are 
ee thoſe of other Northern Countries, that we are ac- 


uch uainted with. In Turky the Harbours ate open, except ſome few 
nder! laces on the Black Sca; whereas, here, they are frozen up three or 


four Months in a Year. There the Fruit, Corn, and Herbs, have 


vel: auble the Nouriſhment they have here. In 4 Word, in ſome Chriſ- 
ian Countries of Europe, there ſeem to be. moſt of the Miſchiefs of a 


Turkiſh Government in an infinitely worſe Climate: Beſides, we are ta 
J ˙ AA 


% 


(4 ) * 
TuxkkToRx, with all our boaſted Liberty, vi 
all our Opiniatrety,, Vanity, and Conceit of off 
Freedom, that we are, notwithſtanding, under a 72 I 
fed Tyranny and Oppreſſion, i r nne 

, will appear manifeſt to every impartial Rade A 
when we came to compare our own Condition wil 
one of the moſt deſpotic and oppreſſive Government 
in Europe, that is worſe than even Turkiſh, and yet, r 
in ſome Reſpects, much better than our own. "JF 3 
that the Reader may the better judge, arc nary 
der what follows, I 

Ix Denmark, in the ordinary Proceedings between 4 
Man and Man, there are three Courts, every one of 
which has Power to give a definitive Sentence, and 
muſt either acquit or condemn, Vet there lies an WM 

ppeal from the lower to the higher; and if the in- 
ferior Judge has wilfully varied from the poſitive 
Law, the Party wrong'd has Damages given him, 
both from the * Judge, and his Andes, Here 
is 8 of Actions from * Court to another, 
where the Parties may begin but by way 
of ordinary Procedure from the — to the higher. 

Tux three Courts are theſe: Firſt, in the Cities 
and Towns, the Byfoghds Court, to which, in the 
Country, does anſwer the Herredsfoughds Court. 
Secondly, From thence lies an Appeal to the Land- 
flags Court, or general Head Court of the Province. 
Thirdly, From thence to the Court, call'd the Higb- 
right, in Copenhagen, where the King himſelf ſome- 
times ſits in Perſon; and it is always compoſed of the 
conſider, that the 7. urks themſelves, who are Lords and Maſters, dre e 
well and pleaſantly; and it is their conquered Slaves, whom they uſe 


in the Manner above- mentioned. See Account o Denmark, P. 239. 
* Among the Romans, the Actions call'd Judicium Calumniz, and 


Judicium falſi, were analogous to this Cuſtom, See Kennet, 2 137. 
Frame 


(47) 
: e Nobility of the Kingdom, The Judges in 
3 — — tis true, are conſtituted 


| | e King s Letters Patents, durant bene Placito; 


C8 ble for any Miſdemeanours commit- 
ler 8 1. and condemard to make Reparation to the Par- 
nl + injured, for any Injuſtice-by them done. 


Taz: Sentences paſs'd in the inferior Courts nw 


it Wmctimes, biaſs'd and partial; but not often, for 
nd Wor of the bigbeſt Court, where great Regard is bad 
my Hr ; inforuch that, ſome Time ago, a Judge 

Wcry hardly eſcap d being fined for a Sentence paſs'd 
een ant an Exgliſb Merchant irh regard. fo the Re- 
; of WW-nue, which was preſently revers'd. . 


nd Ap all this is done in a ſhort Time, 12 Months 
Wt moſt ; and a Man may be his own Advocate, or 

j ire one at a ſmall Expence 

Hxax is a Country the moſt curſed under the 

n, and yet not ſo curs d in ſome Caſes; nay, in 

! s of ence, Caſes of Property, which ſet 

| Il Mankind together by the Ears; 1 fay, not ſo euts d 


ay this * ſo Teng as Free ad es * | 
er. Ar the g and ag's Courts, u 

ies Te Ls and adds, in Writing, the J Wer 
he pon which his Judgment is founded. 
Era one may plead his own Cauſe, that plea- 
d. ; however, it is the King's Order, that the M. 
ce, iſtrates take Care to have one or more Advocates, 
b- bo are to plead for the Poor, and ſueh as eannot 
e- cad for themſelves, Upon the Whole, the Char- 
he ies ofthe Law are very eaſy, fince a Complaint may 
we ff o through all the Courts for 50 Rixdollars, which - 
uſe WS about 12 J. Sterling. : | 
7 Iston, I bluſh, now I am come to the invidious 
7. alk of comparing this Account with the judicial 
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(48) z 

P roceedings;” and juſticiaty Banks of 0 "a 
Country. 22 13:it10T 0%, J 
Iv, in the firſt x Hl we —_ our Exc 9 
Law and Juſtice, Proceſs and Judgment, 8 i 
Tied on at the Quarter - Seſſions in every Coun ny 1 | 
England, we ſhall find it to be a Scandal to Mag 
5 and a Reproach to Government. The Jui 
in their colſectiye Capacity, are a Court of Rell 

keys? 928 cogniſable to no ſuperior Court. TE 
have Power to determine of Property and Lich © 
tho' they are, too often, mean, ſenſeleſs, infigniticallil 
Animals *, who are unacquainted with the Laws oi 
their Country, and not in the leaſt qualified, for i 
Office they are raiſed to, or to exerciſe the Powell 
they have delegated to them; moſt commonly take 
from the Dregs of the People, upon no other A 
count, but becauſe by Fraud, Avarice and un 4 
they have accumulated ſuch a particular Fortune: SM 
that they are mounted to what ought to be eſteemt A 
an Honour, for what, perhaps, in 1 Jutta 1 
they ought to be advanced to a Gibbet. 1 
Tus they are nominated by Dint * Eſtate, or 
Miniſterial Influence, without any:Regard to thei 
Knowledge, Virtue, or Int egrity; often avaricious 
in their Dion, ſordid in their Manners, * 


rals. And yet theſe Gentlemen are {my to b I 
the Scourges of Vice and Immorality, the Execu- i 
tors of Juſtice, and the Preſervers preg oig 
the Community. S 267 e. 


— . * - . * 


: (49) 
Witt in Hiſtory, either antient or modern; is 
ere an Example; in a free Community, of ſuch * 
plements being choſen and employ'd as Magiſ- 
ties? What recommends them is Eſtate; or _— 
e, not Integrity; what qualifies them is Wealth, 
e Knowledge in the Laws; what gives them 
oer of Face to act, is Ignorance and Impudence, 
t Probity; Judgment and Integrity; what in- 
ces them to act is Intereſt, Pride, and Vanity, 
t Benevolence, a Regard to Juſtice; and a Love 
= their Country. No Wonder, if ſuch Men, in- 
5 fied with arbitrary Power, and conſtituted a Court 


5 


Ir ti Record, ſhould often plunge headlong into the 


AFTER this Manner, in every County we have 
Wnorant petty Tyrants conſtituted to lord it over us, 
Wiſtcad of honourable, ingenuous, upright, conſci- 
tous, learn'd and judicious Magiſtrates : Subjec- 
on to fuch Implements is call'd Engliſb Liberty; 
d fuch Authority, the beſt conſtituted Govern- 
ent in the World. | 


e, c 1 no no one will think, I have been too ſe- 
their ere upon this Race of Animals, when I have only 
ciou M llow'd the Example of fo great a Man as my Lord 
cor- ok RE F, who obſerves, <* That this Court of Juſ- 
lite tices was, once, ſuch a Form of ſubordinate Go- 
Mo- vernment for the Quiet of the Realm, that, if 
o be duly executed, no Part of the Chriſtian World had 
eu- the like ; but, of late, it has been compoſed of 
e f fuch an unſuitable Mixture of Men, that it is be. 


come a Subject in Plays, and a Feſt in Comedies.” 


| f | * No ſuch among the Hotentots of : Madagaſcar, See Drury's 
3 Oyages, &c . | | | b 
Sir Henry Spelman, and 1 ſay the ſame. 


ERE But 


EE 
. * PP — 


(5) | | 
But what would his Lordſhip have ſaid, had he fei 
in our Days to have ſeen the Extenſion of ther. 
Power ſapping our Liberties, and the important Ain 
theſe inſignificant Animals often give themſelves Mi 
the Execution of their Office? Certainly, he woullfh 
have burſted with Diſdain and Laughter. - 3 
I wovuLD not be underſtood: here to mean all in- 
diſcriminately ; no, there are ſome of them, who e 
are Men of Birth, Rank, Senſe, Education, Know- 
ledge in the Laws, and of {tric Integrity, Honour, 
Impartiality and Juſtice ; but, alas! ſuch are gene- 
rally borne down by a corrupt Majority of Noſes: 
When Magiſtrates are elected to Office upon Ac- 
count of their Wealth, without Regard to their 
Knowledge or Virtue, this will always be the Calc, 
Machiavel ſays of Rome, Poverty was no Impe- 
s diment to Preferment: Virtue was the only 
“Thing required in the Election of Magiſtrates, 
and the Diftribution of Offices; and where it was 
** found, let the Perſon, or Family, be ever ſo poor, 
« it was ſure to be advanced; which Manner of WP 
Living made Riches contemptible.” But, in this 
Kingdom, any Booby is inveſted with the Enſigns 
of Magiſtracy, provided he has as many Acres of 
Land, as are ne to qualify him to act; and ir 
this Eſtate conſtitutes him a Lord Chancellor: 
More Acres are required to make a Country Juſtice, 
than were neceſſary to qualify a Roman Dictator for- 
merly : In thoſe Days, Poverty and Honour were 
not ſo inconſiſtent as they are now; and four Acres 
of Land were ſufficient to- qualify Cincinnatus for N 
the ſupreme Command. But, now-a-days, all Dig- u 
nity and Eminence are affix'd to Wealth, as if Merit MW» 
and Virtue were the neceſſary Concomitants of . * 8 
1 - - tate, 


( (6.525) 


vel gate, and, like the Manſion-Houſe, were to be 
cher urchaſed with it, and thrown into the Bargain.“ 

Ai Ax tho! they are, generally, ſuch contemptible 
s in nimals, as I have deſcrib'd ; yet they are, in many 
dull mportant Caſes of Property, made the Derniere 


ert, not accountable to any ſuperior Court, in- 
eited with an uncontrolable Power without Ap- 

deal; nor are they puniſhable for any corrupt Prac- 
Wices, Male-Conduct, or tyrannical and unjuſt Pro- 
cedings. From hence the Number of Noſes 
ikes that Law in the Afternoon, which was deter- 


Ne- 
ſes:Nnined by them to. be the higheſt Injuſtice in the 
Ac- orning ; and, perhaps, they ſtumbled right. 
heit FRO hence all Cauſes, which come before them, 
aſe, re determined, juſt as Favour or Affection, Caprice 
pe- er Intereſt, Ignorance or Knavery, ſhall dictate; all 
nly rhich, it is notorious, moſt ſhamefully govern a- 
tes, Nong them. But why Matters of Property ſhould - 


be left to the ſole Determination of thele Creatures, 
vithout a Power of. Appeal, or the Verdict of an 


or, CL .O 

of oneſt Jury to ſet Things right; I ſay, why Cauſes 
this ſhould be determined after this Manner in this 
guns Court, when the P roceeding, both in ſuperior and 


inferior Courts, is by Juries, I cannot ſo much as 
UNAague,” 345-4 3 E 1 1 
Bur theſe Powers are Innovations contrary. to the 
very Nature of our Conſtitution, and its fundamen- 
tal Laws; they are an Incroachment upon our Li- 


4 * * 


Les * Whereas in all Polities and Societies in the World, there ſhould 
for be but two eſſential Qualifications neceſſary to intitle a Man to a 
ig- Share in the Legiſlature of his Country, or the Adminiſtration of 
„ attice, namely, Integrity and Ability. Theſe are Qualifications, 
2016 which ought not be diſpenſed with; and no one, deſtitute of 
rge them, ought to be entruſted with any Authority, any Influence. | 


(52) 

berties, and, in Truth, as they conſtitute ur Gy 
try Tyrants, ſo they make the Balk of the Peo oli 
laves. : 
I CANNOT conceiye, for my Part, why, at ' 
Quarter- Seſſions, when the Controverſy is abo 
IC a large Sum of Money, a Jury ſhould nf 
d to try the Cauſe, a Judge of 1 
Week or Law of a Diſpute, and give a Verdi 
ordingly ; as well as in his Majeſty's Courts ſhe 

Weſtminſter which take Cogniſance of all Matti 
above 40 s. Value, and often do not give above 24 
Darnage in Cauſes there decided. Theſe Courts ai 
42 ———— and Fences of our Liberties 
and y it is for us, that we are not totally er 
cluded . them. 
Bu r at a Quarter-Seſſions, inſtead of a fair Tri 
per Pares, by Men of your own Rank, a Knot offi 
inſolent Tyrants are deputed to e udgment with 
out Appeal, and without Fear * Ears pm tho 
that Jud be never ſo erroneous, and contrary 
to Law, Equity, and common Senſe. Our Proper - 

ties and Perſons are left the Sport of the Cap rice and 
Humour of tiny Inſects of Power, whaſe Weaknel 
and Wickednefs are become the Scorn of Mankind, BW: 
the Jeſt of the Theatre, the Scandal of Govern-W 
ment, and a Reproach to che Name of Liberty; iſ 
yet this is the Engliſh Liberty we boaſt of. 4 
Tun Laws, which make the Quarter-Sefſions the = 
Derniere Reſfert, convert our Free Government in- 
to an Ariſtecratical Tyranny, as they give an abſo- Bl 
lute Power to a Few Rich Men, to diſpoſe of the 
85 of their Fellow-Citizens — a Fury, 
t Appeal, without Fear of Puniſhment, tho 
their Determinations be eyer ſo unjuſt, cruel, and 


O ppreſlive, 


* 
— 
14 
ſe a — 


(53) 
Collppreflive. What Reaſon can be given why an Ap- 
onal ſhould not lie to a ſuperior Court, or thoſe Jud- 
5 be accountable to ſome ſaperior Power for their 
onduct? Without ſuch Awe, and without ſuch 
eiſtriction, there are no Hopes of reſtraining the 
Wccutive Powers of Government from degene- 
ting into Oppreſſion and Tyranny, 
Is the Courts at Veſiminſter Juries, inform'd by 
e Judge, determine; but here intereſted Perſons 
ten, by Colluſion, judge without any Regard to 
v or Juſtice, ſo that their Deciſions are become 
Matter of Scorn and Contempt, even among the 
opolace, and the very Rabble. A Power of this 
Wind, conſtituted to judge without Appeal, forms a 
Tyranny ſcarce to be equall'd under the moſt bar- 
arous Governments, If, in this Court, Juries 
t rere impannel'd to try Cauſes, and judge of Meum 
ad nm, in private Affairs, as well as criminal and 
Pablick, there might be ſome Proſpect of having 
Wſuſtice done ; But, now, all Things are carried by 
Number of Noſes, inſtead of Law, or Juſtice, 


* 


candalous Authority! 


neß f Tur Eſtabliſhing this Complication of Folly, 
nd, i * Oppreſſion and Tyranny, is ſalved over 
with the ſpecious Pretence of conſtituting a Power 
ty ; ¶ co determine Diſputes in a ſummary Way. * Sum- 


mary Methods of determining Controverſies, and 


the ihort Deciſions: are beſt, provided that, inſtead of 
in- eſtabliſhing Right and Juſtice, they do not natural 
* tend to pervert it, and make the Remedy worſe 
he 


than the Diſeaſe, which is, here, apparently the 
Caſe. There ought to be, in this Court, either 


14 


* Omnia mala exempla bonis initiis orta ſunt. Sa lLus r. 
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( 54) x 

Trials by Juries, an Appeal to a ſuperior Court, i 
Puniſhment for ſcandalous and corrupt Proceeding| YZ 
but here is neither; all is tranſacted without A 
without Reſtraint, and is unlimited Iniquity and 0 
pteſſion, impudent and audacious from a Conſcioui 
neſs of Impunity. L 
His preſent Majeſty is a Reince of the moſt al I 
tenſive Learning, conſummate Knowledge, perf 
Integrity, gracious Diſpoſition and Humanity, oil 
any Prince in Europe, or the World; and did Ii 
know the Tyranny you are expos'd to, and the 0 I 
preſſions you. groan under, I doubt not but his Roy 
Heart would de touch d with Grief and Cate 9 
and he would exert himſelf to redreſs your GrievaM 
ces *: But it is not to be expected that he is 20 
quainted with all the leſſer Wheels of Government 
tis therefore, my Countrymen, from yourſelves Rl 
dreſs muſt iflue.” It is true, Kin g Alfred was famouſ 
for deſtroying all the Wolves in this Kingdom, ani 
hanging up 40 corrupt Judges in one Year ; if hl 
preſent Majeſty. would exert the fame Authoriy 
among the Juſtices of the Pe, I am inclined t E 
ink, next Qui er-Seffions we ſhould have ven 
Benches: thro out the Kingdom; and that wi 
ſhould: eſtabliſh a hanging Epoch, as famous as we 
Hegira or Ohmpi ade. Extravrdinary Crimes «i 
quire extraordinary Methods of Puniſhment ; buf 
that Anti-conſtitutional Schemes ſhould be introdu 
ced in common, private, and civil Affairs, is a Mar 
ter of Lamentation and Ord, as well as of Satyr 
_ nes. 


1 ES S 1 © K < - ) — 
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* Rex non x facit e, ſays BRA crox: The King can do 10 
pls 
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(35) | 
One of the greateſt Securities of our Liberties 
d Properties 18 the Inſtitution of * Juries ſworn to 
at Aw io Juſtice between King and Subject, Party and Par- 
ind . Wherever an abſolute Power is lodged, and 
niciouMontinually acting, whether in one Man, or any 
umber of Men, who are under ſtrong Tempta- 
bons to be bias'd, and from whoſe Determinations, 
ight or wrong, there is no Appeal, from ſuch a 
Power great Danger is to be apprehended to Juſtice 
nd Equity. 


Qurt, 6 | 
ding i 


1 


oft ei 
perfed | 
ity, ol 
did hi 


ae Oy FRO hence, I cannot but look upon the Power 
Roi f the Quarter-Seffions, of late, a Determination of 
aſlion; property, by Commiſſioners of Exciſe, Cuſtoms, and 
revue and-Tax; as well as the great Increaſe of the 


is 2 ower and Authority of Juſtices of the Peace, by 
ment Waking them the final Reſſort, and prohibiting Ler- 


borari's, to be Incroachments upon our Liberties, 
Wnnovations in our Conſtitution, and Breaches of the 

Fundamental Laws of our antient Form of Govern- 
rent, which was always accuſtom'd to Trials by 
Furies. 63 09 

Ir is true, we have no Occaſion to fear any Inva- 
ion of our Rights, and Privileges, from our preſent 
oſt gracious Sovereign; but if ever a little and 
unning, or a great and ambitious Tyrant ſhould 


es e vnount the Throne, ſuch as. Leis XI. or Lewis XIV. 
; bulof France were, what may we not dread from ſuch 
oo Crowd of Officers and Magiſtrates, choſen by the 

at- 2 A o ĩ «ne 


* 'Tis ſaid, they were in Uſe among the old Britons. Upon the 
Death of Brutus, after the Expulſion of the Targuins, the firſt Law, 
Which was made, Liwy tells us, was, Ante onines de provecatione ad- 
li, magiſtratus ad populum, A Law concerning Appealing, to the 
People againſt Magiſtrates, or to try Magiſtrates themſelves, or re- 
voke their Decrees. I. edo, * 

Direc- 


Direction, and under the Influence, of the Crow 
inveſted with abſolute Power by a Cart-Load of Sl 
tutes; and paid an annual Salary to execute the ven } 
tious and revengeful Dictates of a proſtitute Coup =. 
and tyrannical and cruel Prince? | 
E FORESEE, it may be objected againſt what I hay. 
faid concerning the abſolute Power of Magiſtra 
&c: in Affairs relating to the publick Taxes, © TE 
te if the Magiſtrates, cs Officers of the Revenue] 
* had not full Powers to determine Diſputes au 


ce Controverſies, which ariſe about Taxes; Exciſe; 


c and Impoſts, and to puniſh Frauds committed 
ce and that if ſuch Trials were left to the Verdi 
te of Juries; the King would be defrauded of h 
“Right, the Public would be conſtantly robb'd : 


cc cheated; and Scenes of. Fraud and Abuſe wc | | 


<« be carried on and perfected with Impudence ani 
& Impunity.” ” 
I wouLD. beg Leave to anſwer here: Suppoli 

the worſt that can be the Conſequence, and th. 
Frauds would be mitted, and pals unpil 
niſh'd ; in this Caſe; it is the People muſt ſuffer u 
the End: To transfer the Loſs from them, and fa, 
the King muſt loſe by it, is a mere Illuſion and 
Mockery, calculated to amuſe and deecive the Un E 
wary and Unthinking, If there are Breaches of the 
Laws, and Frauds committed with reſpe& to the 
Revenues, which eſca —_ Puniſhment ; ſo then 
are alſo in criminal The fame Argument 
may be brought, with equal Force againſt Trials bl 
Juries in ſuch Caſes. , | 
W 5 as it is the People who muſt ſuffer, and no 
fr, who po unjuſt Verdicts; fo thoſe very Per- 
pronounce a Delinquent innocent, when 


— 
an 8 
z 
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(57) 
> Affair is doubtful, or would mitigate a Fine; I 
„ thoſe very Perſons muſt bear a Share of the 
3 . and ſuffer by a too favourable Verdict, or & 
Wo mild Conſtruction of the Law: And, therefore, 

ere is little Probability of Furzes not x doing Juſtice 


15 W cheic Country. 
ra Bur Servants of the Crown are Parties: con- 
1 md; and, further, may fear being diſcharged, if 


ey ſhould ſhew Lenity to Delinquents, in the Exe- 
> ll — of their Office. Scippoſe 4 Fraud was to 
Wcp< due Severity, whether it were to be by Fine, 
priſonment, or corporal Puniſhment ; is it not 
Vote eligible that a Criminal ſhould eſcape his De- 
| — and illude the Force of the Law, than that 
3 whole People ſhould be ſubject to a grievous Ty- 
Wouenny, or chat innocent Men ſhould ſuffer by the 
Partiality of bias'd and corrupt Judges? A Loſs 
icht be borne by Ten Millions of People with 
Hase, which would ruin a private Man, tho' he. 
vere opulent. If there be any Deficiency 3 in 1. ares 
one Shape, they muſt be rais d in another. | 
- ARBITRARY Deciſions are much more grievous 
oa free People, than heavy Taxes accompanied 
| a0. ith the Pride, Arrogance, and Partiality of Felow- 
UM ens, exerted in the Levying them. A Mulct 
tte f the Pocket is not half ſo afflicting as the Exalta- 
ons and Triumphs of a revengeful Enemy, who 
Das gratified his Spleen and Animoſity, by an une- 
mend ho and cruel Taxation of the Man a he 
ates : And, what adds to the Tyranny, there is O 
Prod from ſuch a Judge, nor any Challenge 7⁰ be ; 
ade, as in Caſes of Trials by Juries, {11 Lol 
* Juries were to be — d out at — * 
eee in every Town, Sc. not ſubject 3 = 
1 xci 
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of explaining the Laws, 1 would affe, how: then ar 


Delinquents, without running the Hazard of ſuffe- 


. Diſpute of any Kind, 
go:unpuniſh'd, than a whole P 


(89 


Exciſe, Sc. Laws, and Juſtices of Peace were li 

the Laws, and fit as Judges, if capabe f 
every Diſpute and Cauſe might be try d at a ven 1 
mall Expence, and with much * Impartiainf 
and Juſtice than now. If you ſuppoſe the Juſt A 
are, generally, ſuch Dunces, that they are pros 3 


2 
= 
p 


they qualified to give arbitrary Judgment on then 
kw From d Leeiben an Appeal might lie tf 
the Seſſions, and from-thence to the Kine 4 
Bench, wich the fame Securities, the ſame Reſtric q 
tions, and the ſame Salaries as Dns. q 

In this ws have « Method of pant 


ing ſuch Innovations in our Conflitation, | and In- 
croachments on our Liberties, in order toraiſe Taxes 
Sc. as tend to rob us of all our Privileges, and leaf 1 
us under a worſe Tyranny than either the Turks of 
Danes. The large Powers given, of late, to Jaſtice|il I 
of the Peace, and Revenue-Officers, &c. are abſo- 
2 ee advance towards a a gener 1 
yranny, an Oligarchia, or Tyrann of the 
Rich over the Poor and; ought to be "boliſh'if N 
with all Speed. If a Juſtice cannot omiſe 2 
let a Jury be impanneFd to 
try the Cauſe : It is better that a few Knaves ſhould 
e ſhould be ex- 

to the Danger. of boling . Liberties and 
opertics, and being made abſolute Slaves. 
— Tmvus, my Countrymen, I have made it appea 
to you, that your antient Form of Government i 
trampled upon; that you are under a Tyranny. un- 
known to moſt Nations in the World; that your 
Leer and Privileges are invaded; and " 1 a 
udge oy 
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(6 
that he did not pay above ; to the Pound (LA 
Tax) of what the Freeholder paid; and yet the 
ſame Commiſſioner afterwards refuſed to lower H 

when theFreeholder appeal'd againſt a Commiſſion 
who did not pay above + of what the Freeholi 
paid. What a Scandal is it to the very Name of 1 
berty, that ſuch a Power of Oppreflion ſhould 
lodged in the Hands of any Set or Body of Ma 
What Temptation does ſuch a Power lay a Hand 
of Men under to grind and oppreſs vaſt Multitu 
of their Fellow-Citizens, and Freeholders in tl 
Nation? But how, my Countrymen, can you 
faid to be free, when ſo many Tyrants have aPt n 
to lord it over you, and rob you of your Patrimon 
or-of what was purchaſed by your Toil, and t 
Sweat of your Brows? I have often heard of, a 
ſeen, ſuch Tyrannies, as I have deſcribed, exercil 
towards you, my poor ſuffering Countrymen, whi 
have highly raiſed my Indignation and Concern. 
In France, an Appeal lies from an unjuſt Aſi 
to the Elects, from the Elects to the Court of Aid 
In Denmark, as I have told you, at a fmall Expen 
you may carry ſuch an Affair to the High-right, ti 
ſupreme Tribunal, compoſed of all the Nobility ( 
the Kingdom, who pay a molt facred Reverencet 
Juſtice: But, in England, a Commiſſioner is Aſſe 
for, Collector, Elu, Court of Aides, Supreme In 
bunal, &c. In ſhort, every Thing neceſſary to cot 
ſtitute an inſolent Oppreſſor, and with every Indu 
ment to form a Thief, and a Robber, from wht 
Tribunal there is no Appeal. Bleſſed Government 
Righteous Authority truly! He is deeply intereſtt 
to eaſe himſelf, his Tenants, his Creatures, his Dt 
pendants; and his uncontrolable Power furniſhes hin 
. witl 


| 661) 

d (Um Opportunities of loading his Neighbours with 
t the vel Burdens, and oppreſſing every one, who diſdains 
wer ll be the Tool of his Spleen, the Inſtrument of his 
miſſion evenge, a ſervile Aſſentator of his Paſſions, or a 
ree hoi buchant Sycophant truckling to his Humour, and 
1e of Hing Homage to his Pride and Vanity. Has a 


hould WW 4/5 Baſhaw more Power over a Chriſtian Slave ? 
of Meß Su rOSE, now, ſuch an abſolute Power was given 
. Hand the Nobility of this Kingdom to tax and oppreſs 
1ultituJl the Gentry who have no Right to fit in the Houſe 


s in e Lords, and who have an Eſtate of above 100 J. 
1 you er Annum: Suppoſe it was in the Power of that 
a Po iguſt Aſſembly to lay a Tax of 4 s. in the Pound 
trimom pan all the Eſtates of the Gentry, in order to raiſe 


and i particular Sum for his Majeſty, which Tax would 
of, aMroduce+the ſaid Sum at 2 5. in the Pound, if the 
exercig{Wobility would pay their uta, or 2 5. in the Pound 
, whidiWr {berr own Eſtates likewiſe ; but it being left a 
cern, ¶ Hatter of meer Diſcretion, they uſe their Authority 
t Afi advance their own - Intereſt, and pay but 1 d. in 


of Aue Pound, and load the Gentry with a Tax of 3 s. 
14. in the Pound; Pray, if this were the Caſe, 
hat would the Gentry, or rich Commons of this 
bility Kingdom, think of ſuch a Law? There would be 
rence ¶ othing but Roaring- out, Exclamation, and Bellow- 
is Aſs againſt ſuch a Power, as the moſt unjuſt and 
me Tn iquitous. There would be bitter Complaints im- 
to co ediately, that the Nobility were Tyrants, that Li- 
Inducerty was overwhelm'd; and 0 Arms, to Arms, 
n who vould ring throughout the Kingdom: Then you, 
rnmen y Countrymen, who are now ſqueezed and o 

itereſtaſpreſs d, would be apply'd to, to aſſiſt them in ſhak- 
his Dee off the gailing Yoke of Oppreſſion and Slavery. 


Bur 


(662) 1 
99 apa mnt gs — lids } who afar Pe.“ 
ons enjoying this Liberty, Juſtice, mpartiali 
We — ſpoken of, in France and Denmark 4 
Why, the Rabble, the very Canaille. And whoa 
the Wretches ſubject to this Oppreſſion, and arbitraj Nor 
Influence in England Why you, my Countrymen, 
the Laſſer Freabolders of Grrat-Britain; you, wo 
poſſeſs 4+ * of all the Lands of this Kingdom: : 
But it will be but a ſmall Time they will continu 
with you, for your Oppreſſors are making Wing 
for them to fly away into their own Poſſeſſion, like a 
Eagle towards Heaven, „ Was | 
Now, I would addreſs myſelf to you, my Coun- 
trymen, who are Stockholders, and tax d for your 
Perſonal Eſtates: What a Dilemma are you often 
in, when you come before theſe Egyptian Taſk- 
maſters? If you act conſcientiouſly, and aſſeſs 
equally, either the Commiſſioners, or a fawning Sy- 
cophant of theirs, after inſolent Reproofs for preſum- 
ing to meddle with the Eſtates of Commiſſioners, 
thoſe Noli me tangere's +, an Appeal is made, and, 
in a haughty Manner, you are order'd to alter the 
Aſſeſſment. If, from a ſtrict Regard for Juſtice, 
you refuſe to obey. their unreaſonable Dictates, and 
imperious Commands, a Part of your Ges thall be 
taken off by them from a Creature of their owr, Ml 1 
and the very Sum, fo taken off, ſhall be iniquitouſly 
laid upon your own Shoulders; tho', by that un- 
righteous Addition, you, perhaps, ſhall be obliged WW - 
to pay ten Times as much as your Neighbour, or 
their Creature, of the fame Abilities. | 


** See Mr. King's Calculations. ' | | Ry ; 

. + A Sort of Botch, or Boil, call'd ſo, that won't bear touching, 

being full of foul Humours and Corruption, aq . 
0 18 


(63) 
Ts true, I believe, that this is not quite ſo uni- 


al an Evil, as the Caſe of the Landholders; be- 
zuſe a cunning Junto of Commiſſioners may con- 


ider ſuch an Oppreſſion, as a Provincial Evil in its 


onſequence; loch Conduct naturally tending to diſ- 
ruſt People, and prevent Traders from ſettling in 


f fach a Diftriff, Wherever, therefore, Oppreſſions 
f this aft Kind are carried on, they -muſt proceed 
from extreme Ignorance, as the former do always 
rom Injuſtice and Avarice: For the great Mr. 
Locle has ſhen, with admirable Perſpieuity, and 
Judgment, that in whatever Shape Taxes are laid 
Jon, they fall, at laſt, all on the Lands, if in a 
country where the great Fund of the Nation is 
Land, as in this Kingdom; and that Bs the „re 
Folly to cramp, or burden, Trade. 


Ir any one ſhould object here, to what has been 
ſaid, * That the Tax 1s commanded to'be equally 
u afſeſs'd and rated upon the Lands; ſo that no Par- 


| © tiality, or Injuſtice, can be uſed: towards any Man, 


* but the Court of King's-Bench may be moved 

te againſt the Commiſſioners, or any Officer con- 
* cern'd; or an Action may be brought, and the 
«} njured Party may find Redreſs; or-that he may 
* be relieved in his 1 8 Court of Exchequer.” | 


I would anſwer. 
Section of the Land- Tax 


THAT, in the 
Act, is the low remarkable Clauſe.  7f any 
Perſon, afſeſs d for Lands, ſhall male it appear, on 
Oath, that ſuch Aﬀeſſment doth exceed the equal 
Pound: Rate, which ought to be charged, be /hall > 
abated, and the Money ſhall be re-aſſeſs'd w7thin-the 
Divifien, altho' the Found. Rate 9. 45 8. in 1 the Pound 
” 9 2 1 23641 

HERE 
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( 64 } 

HERE I beg Leave to remark; that thoſe Wo Won 
the egual Faund. Rate which ought. to be changed, Tara 
mean no other than the 4 5, Rate; ſo that-the qu ff In 
Pound-Rate appears to be the Rate of 4. in th hic 
Pound, according to this Section. How ig it pd. Mar 
ſible, then, to puniſh the Commiſſioners, Alſetior, Pour 


&c. by Information , or otherwiſe; when a Judge df th 
the Court of King 5-Bench, or a Baron of the Ex. ſo d 
chequer, muſt decide the Diſpute. according to the ag 
Letter of the Law expreſs'd in the definitive. Clcaſt, Nit 2 
which is directly. EE the Plaintiff, with reſped {MWrail 
to the Caſes I have before complained of? ? Bat, = fion 
poſing that my Conſtruction be. not the true. Ipten Roc 
and Meaning of the Act, what End can a Proceſs in that 
any Court — when the Conduct of the Aſſe. To 
ſors is approved by the Commiſſioners, and the Ad I 
has render d theſe laſt unaccountable, and cher De tog 
termination final? - Tri 
| Ons Part of an Act of Parliament may ja) be 
deem d explanatory of another; from whence it ap- 
pears obvious, that by the Words i in Sect. 4, as much 
Equality as paſſible, by a Pound-Rate.; and by the 
Words in Sect. 8. 20 be equally, aſſeſs FA — pl 
wards, the Aſſeſſors are required 70 4 el by ian 4 
Pound Rate, that this equal Pound Rate is the equa 
Pound-Rate of 4.5. in ts Pound, which is 5 
in the Section, and which the Act preſumes, 
that all the Lands pay. I won't pretend to vindicate 
the Propriety of theſe Expreſſions, and Clauſes ; be- 
cauſe, perhaps, I may think they militate with each Fr 
other, are Confuſion, contradictory, and Nonſenſe: | 
But, let this be as it will, the Commiſſioners, from , 
the 77th Section, having defined the equal Pound- | 
Os: the equal Pound-Rate of 4 5, in the 


411 Po 


lande when in Authority +. pl ib rh | 


| tore full F. VII. PAT. 


(8) 
Pound, upon oa or Complaints of an une qual 
17 tÞ upon Ap Nee to tender the Oath 
Ti Inquiſition a (as wort rome: aboye) the Purport df 
hich, is to enquire, whether or no you pay, or ure 
4% d, above the equal . Pound-Rate of 4 8. in the 
rand, which all the Lands are tax'd at by the AA? 
If this Conduct of the Commiſſioners be contraty 
to the true Intent and Meaning of the Act, the 
yague doubtful, and uncertain Clauſes, on which 
it founded, ought to be explained, the cloudy 
Paſſages'to be clear d up, and a plain Rule of Deci- 
fion to be eſtabliſhed, that there may 'be no farther 
Room for Error, Injuſtice, and Oppreflion; and 
that the Magiſtrate _ be * Lex loguens, Which, 
Tv1iLy obſerves, ou ough t to be his true Character. 
Bur, We th be Negative, this fee 
rogato wer in egative, righteous 
Ton af Inquifitars will mit your ewe 
with Kaen, pin Inſolence, and, 7 lags; With 
more Indecency and. Pride than the Fathers of 
be Hel ines would preſume to do; Such Aits 
will theſe inſi ht, conternptible Worme five 


ug areas © ow: 

we are excited to exhauf 
our Blood, in the De 0. ett 

an and n e of Hate z. RA _ ; 


3 3 ha ads £ 5x 


= weed 95 leaibas ante 
S 
Ariſtotel Rhetor. ad Theoded- 


+ - 220 — aperiq eruingens pens. > 


hs Wies the Noblit *of Roms tyrannized over the ſmall Freehol« 
Lak they re thejr Atrendance in War, they — 


ig 66 13 
. Wy. N in vain, for any one to ple 
| tha, the Act directs an equal Aſſeſſment; "when, 
an unequal, one be made, ou! muſt appeal to 
very Perſons, who directed the Making it, to kng 
. whether it be unequal or no: And the Cormiſſy 
ers, with all other Officers concern'd in levying d 
Tax, are ſcreen d from Puniſhmenit by the Worl 
and Explanation, of the equal Tax, being the Ty 
of 45. in the Pound: So that thoſe Sugar- Wo 
of Equality, in the Beginning of the Act, ſeem 
be thrown in to amuſe, 1 over, and ſweete 
the Gall and Bitterneſs that were to come after ; pr 
to make the nauſeous Pill go down glibly 1 wih * 
inattentive Multitude, , 
walk 4 1 EE the Cale, 5 the Compile 
"ers, when to judge © of an A 
ſeſſment, 1 an Pens in, 1 are A reap Al. 
| from, declaring an Aſſeſſmnent to be equi, 
tho' it be never ſo unequal, - umjuſt, and cruel 
What a. monſtrous Fore, 1 75 s the Sittings d 


= 


- _ Pri = "6 2 . 7 — 


kK to 1 

. and a fine 
Tribunal, ef What Chicanery ! and what: 
Mockery of Juſtice and eg fen Senſe this is? Thi 
is a Shew, and a Parade of Juſtice and Liberty | 
Without any Thing of the real Effence of it. A 


Vers, a7 tells us, Negare alia decipi plebem poſe, 'nunquan (il 
unum — — vi præſtaret ur Ar Hoſe. nan5 yn” | 
cui que prius reddendam eſſe, quam arma danda, ut pro patria Pete 
| 5 2 pugnent. Liv. Lib. II. Ca 3 ef 
Liberty, :tho' the £qui, the Vo!ſci ad Shin, were, 
—— ime, in Arms a them. 
Thug 


(G) 
hings ſeem to be carried on, as if Impartiality and 
my were to prevail, when Nothing is leſs intend- 
And — 4 eſe Commiliioners Have an abſolute 
25 of diſpofing our Pro yet are 
ot under ſo war, Fd Obligation” of of an Oh to 
fo you, my Countrymen, common Juſtice; when, 
ven in the arbitrary Kingdom of France, the Ela s, 
and Members of the Court of Aides, rake a folemn . 
Oath to adminiſter Juſtice impartially. } L 
AxoTHER Hardſhip and Opprelzon, chat vou 
lie under, is, that tho' the Choice of the Collectors 
be e virtually, in the Breaſts of the Commiſ 
fioners, t the Pariſh is to be anſwerable for any 
Deliquicatio n, or Deficiency of the Monies collekt- 
5 25 reg by Is not this a meſt monſtrous Hard- 
that an inſclent, avaricious Comrmniſſioner 
000 by Influence with his Aﬀociates/in Iniquity, 
appoint iſolvent and irreputable Perſons, Creatures 
of bis own, to be Colleors, contrary to the Seriti- 
ments of the grave, and judicious Part of a Pariſh; 
which returns other Perſons; and yet if ſuch Seouh- 
m drels become inſolvent, and "fink, "or embezzle? the 
1 Money they have collected, a Re aſſeſſment mut 
be made upon the Ferit to Ae 
fail Iattabce of this T myſelf have knowin'in every 
ticular.” Did ever an) Community 'eſtabliſly ſuch en 
4; oppreſſive, ridiculous Law before? on9nvpt 
t | Wu T a fine Field has this Law oper 
Ai poſition and Fraud? By Collufion' between inſobveft 
: Tools, and raſcally oners, A Puriſh may be 
defraoded and 1e 0 d, and thei dente n 


5 te, 15th e de A. due u Klar 
2 8 33% en 27 ER r * 3 d Was 


r hone = won as het wo. OE Rt 3-5-1 2a cap eo 


I know, in the Inftanoli 
1 believe, a certain Com 
enough to concert and execute ſuch a Piece of Vilk.- 
ace, t ny. ſuch 
| . 5 The 
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(69 ) | 
ron: peg: tae x i is impoſſible their Condition ſhould | 
om 
Waen the Republic of Florence: was preparing for 
War with the Lord of Lombardy, their Gentry 
ais d Soldiers, and laid new Taxes upon the People, 
hich tying more heavily on the Commons, than upon 
e better Sort of Gtizens, fill'd the City with Com- 
ve all People crying out of the Oppreſſion of 
e great Men, 8 to ſatiate their Ambition, 
d enlarge their Authority, had engag'd in an ex- 
henſive and unneceſſary War. The People were 
ncens'd, and rail d up and down the Streets, up- 
raiding them with the great Taxes, and the Imper- 
ence of the War.. But however, to- carry it on, 
hey choſe Twenty Commiſſioners out of the Leſſer 
itizens ; who finding the chief Citizens low, and 
lepreſs'd with a late Overthrow, overlaid them with 
Taxes, and oppreſs'd them exceedingly; ſays Machi- 
avel, This wn nay Lex Talionis; and, doubtleſs, 
th lad of an Or pportunity to be reven if 
it 77 tally fo, as he Rafi infmuated. But, Fenk. 
'twas only in their own Opinion that they were ex- 
ceedingly oppteſs d; for he goes on aſterwards: 
{FE Thicke Fripolckins diſguſted the Gentry very 
ee much; yet at firſt, in Point of Honour, they 
" thought It R ther to complain of their own 
Ie „Private Uſage ; only they blamed the Taxes in 
general, an preſs'd to have them abated; being 
be poll y known, it was Pega oppoe'd, and 
© ſo far neglected in the Councils, that, to make 
© them Kull how difficult a Matter they had un- 
© dertaken, and to render them odious to the People, 
* Order was given, that the Taxes ſhould be collect- 
ad with all Szenen and Severity; and, in caſe of 


© Oppo- 
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(700 | 
. pode, it ſhould be lawful to kill him, wh 
< reliſted an Officer : Whereupon, many fad Accilf 
<< dents enſued among the Citizens; many bein 
e wounded, and not a few lain; : that, it was be 
< leved, the Parties would have proceeded to Blood, 
et and every ſober Man apprehended ſome Michie 
« at hand. Te 22% oj  baving, been accuſton't 
«* to: be favour'd,; could not endure that Strictnt, 
< and the others chought it but "i to have all fax 
60 proportional. 
H xxx we may obſerve, how. avaricious, u | 
and unreaſonable the Rich 8715 . and 10 
urgent to oppreſs, and diſguſted cannot load, 
r 5 with unequal 3 of Tax, 
and the Burdens of the State. Such an Averſio 
theſe Gentry had. to Juſtice;and Equality, and ſuch: 
Fondneſs — their old Prerogative of Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, that they were read * proceed to 
Blood, and cut the Throats of eir poor Neigh- 
bours, who had ſunk almoſt all their * Estates ui 
paying Taxes, rather than ſubmit to an equal Tax. 
tion. But this has always been the 4 — Spirit of 
the Rich, which, doubtleſs, occafion'd that Obſer· 
vation of our Saviour's, That it is eaſier for 1 
« Camel to go thro the Eye of a Needle, than fo 
e. Rich Man to enter into the Kin dom of Her : 
« ven; a Place, quite unfit. for, and where, Tan I 
afraid, many ren Sk of 994 Land-Tax wi 
never appear, unleſs it be to receive their cuſed Dom 
Wnar makes Taxes hateful to the Commonalty, 
is s the Inequality of their Aſſeſſment, and the wrong 
Ane of them, when raiſed. The Magn 4 


— — 


2 af th See Machiave?s 1 Hiſtory of Fleece. I 
pRqO * ogg 3 


n) 
ople als ways chearfully acquieſce in them, provided 
he are laid on equally, not rais d without Neceſſity, 
Wind apphy d to the Uſes for which they were appropri- 
ited” But the avaricious Nich are always exclaiming 
unt them, and trying all Shifts, uſing all Artifices, 
> themiſelyes out of the Payment of them, 
| ty to Toad their poor Neighbours, the Middling 
People; With the whole Weight of the State; not- 
Withſtafiding a large Share of the Money, ariſing 
ſtom Taxes, reverts again into the Pockets of the 
Gentry for executing, or preſiding in, Poſts or Offi- 
ces, which are mere Sine-Cures, where there is little 
or ger oa to be done for their Salaries : And thus 
the Middling People are conſtantly drained to fill their 
Coffers,' or ſupply their Luxuries. - And what are 
all our Party-Struggles among the Rich, but Conteſts 
| about who ſhall have the Diviſion, and the Dividends 
xd uff of the Prey raiſed; by ne on the . ad 
eig Common People port: 
ug Oos Sovereign has but Meir; Drink, and cht 
Lan: which cannot amount to any mbre than a Trifle, in 
55 a Compariſon of the:Cioz] Lift Revenue. Who is it, 
er then, that conſumes 900,000. per Annum, which 
or 10 ariſes from it ? Why the Harpies who ſurround 
Af him; and who are s forming; Schemes to pre- 
fr vent their being obliged to diſgorge any Part of the 
: 11 kelf in Taxes, Which they filch from the Crown, or 
* any Ways get into their Clutches. - This, * © 
Fo a Misfortune which has attended almoſt all 98 
i ments at all Ti e of it is hob . be 
| GUO 1 SONMR LA 3h 7 
| 0 WEven!; e. ar Whily bee, m 
"= ntrymen, have a wie gracious 
Princ6 upon the Fhidne ; and * frugal, and 


prudent 


erſion 
ſuch; 
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paſts — rin. neg their bo 
deceſſors have done: And, therefor _— We * 


© 3 


4 extraordinary to complain of, but the curſal 
Inflence an Tyrany wed by ur Fell Laa 


in Miſing the 8 
have. cunſtituted their Power; Pownr, 


[ K 
me bh a 1 455 ＋ 


totally to be aboliſnhd; Inſolence, which © by 
for a Bridle; and Tyranny and e * 
- ought to be banifh'd out of the Waves tor, . . 
_—_— yt be, and Slavery rut y 
| W. | « A 


Bur, bly to diſcover the Kiencs and. ir 
Meannes of the Gentry of this Kingdom, in break- « f. 
ing through, the Conſtitution, and throwing down Wc: 
cf Leng, (301 us, to cafe themſelves 1 
and evade paying their Quote of the Taxes laid on N cal 
their Country; . to evince how little Reaſon they Ta 
have to be uncafy with beating their Proportion of wh 
the National Barden, which is laid on Lands; ve pee 
will, firſt, confider how the Caſe ſtands with lbs in 
ſhifting Oppreſſors,. and * 4 it with the ta 
| f — ance ain aw 
eme o our tries. 
N eee 
| lere the Rental af Kingdom n 
20, 00, 00 l. per Annum; if ſo we have made it 
appear, in Page 29, chat the Larids do not pays on 

„ above. 21 d. in the Pound, when 
. in the Pound. RE 


fi6hess "manage it, U—U—U—U— —— 
thren in Iniquity, we may prefurne;; on an A 
that they do wot papa above half whey - e 
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ours do z ſo that, of Courſe, they do not pay ore 

14, in the Pound, when the Land- Tax! 1s at 4.5, in 

he Pound. 

LET us, firſt then, caſt our Eyes on the unbap ppy 

ondition of the Dutch Landholders. Mr. Locke 

ays, * The public Charge of the Government is, 

© "tis ſaid, in the United Provinces, laid upon 

Trade; I grant it is, the greateſt Part of it; 

© but is the Land excuſed, or caſed, hy it? By no 

means, but, on the contrary, ſo loaded, that in ma- 

* ny Places , in others 5, in others an + of the yearly 

2 Value: does not come into the Owner's Pocket: 

« And, if I am not miſinform'd; the Land will not, 

« jn ſome Places, pay the Taxes ; ſo. that we may 

* fay, the Charge of the Government came not upon 
© Commodities, till the Lands could not bear it. 


+ Ms. Burriſhſays, in that Quarter of Holland, 
call 4Rhineland,| Land i is charg dr near 93. per Acre 


Taxes; and that it is ſtill higher in North-Holland, 


where he has known Proprietors, that would have 
of their Lands, ſituate 
in that Part of the Province, to anyPerſan that wauld 
take them off their Hands, or Sotheanitbemn entire- 


been glad to make a 8 


ly, if the State would permit it. 


Tux noble Lord, I Rig but juſt N ; 
lays,— * In Proceſs of Time, Exceſs of Power made 
the Daniſo Gentty grow inſolent; which was the 
« Occation of their Fal, togetheriwith the Liberties - 
„of the whole Country,” "Tor; muſt note, they 


refuſed, 0 pay any greater Sharg. of the Taxes than. 


— — 


- See Mr. Locke's Co COTE er weer of f dert _ 5 


raſing the Value of 
. See Batavia — Ze 2 4 


id 


I eq oo of :Denmark, _ Ther TER. „ XY 
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CF 
thought proper, and hid the Burden on the 
iche ee Int He 2 1 Freeholders, i 
any there were, juſt like our ſivelling Baſhaws of the 
Eand-Tax) *-fo-that, now, they are 2 a very 
<« low Condition, and diminiſh daily both in Num- 
< bers and Credit, their Eſtates ſcarce paying the 
* Taxes impoſed on them. Nay; I have been affu- 
<< red by ſome Gentlemen of good Repute, who, 
<« formerly, were Maſters of great Eſtates, that 
_ © have offer d to · make an abſolute Surrender to the 
* King of their large Poſſeſſions in the Iſland of Zea- 
And, rather than pay the 'Taxes;' which Offer, 
* hen preſs'&.” with Earneſtneſt, would, by no 
Means, be nn 
-< Upon farther Enquiry into the Reaſon of it, 1M 
<* have been inform d, that Eftates,- belonging to 
< thoſe Gentlemen who made this Offer, lying in 
ether Places, which had the goòd Fortune to be 
<tax'd leſs than the full Value of the Income, were 
«<table to pay the Taxes of any other Eſtate ap- 
NE x the fame Perſon, in caſt that other 
<<; was not able; ſo. that ſome have been ſeen, 
wich a pre of Joy, declaring;'That abe King 
& bad been ſo gracious. is io take Hlates from them. 
try into this nen And, 


of the 'Faxes;;. and b — | 
Weight of the National Burden upon the Leſſer Free- 
holders, Tradeſmen, Batghers, aud Citizens. Ho 
much more happy is the Siwation of our Gentry, 
| > 1 © olders, 


. woe r 


| 
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1 the olders, would ont pay aboye at 4. 3 to the Pound? 
rs, Ind yet they cannot be ſatisfied, without laying the 
f the hief Part of the Burden on their weakerNeighbours. 

ver TR Commonalty, at all Times, have been ready 


o bear a proportionable Share of the Burdens of the 
eſpective Governments they have lived under. *Tis 


aff. Nhe Great and Rich, who are always fiſhing forSchemes 

who Mo withdraw their Shoulders. from. the Weight of 

they Ihe State; and are {til endeavouring to caſe them- 

) the EM Reb + 943.3 | 3 Fees ds 463k * 

Z eq- NTC o 
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fie, Vane are confictous ; and that Fidele 1 he 


Cauſe why ſo many Cities live happily in Liberty; for they are fo 
careful = ſtudious of their Laws, that That very one Thing keeps 


; them from Seryitude, and being over- run by their Enemies; and if 
ry Inftance be deſired of this, more than ordinary, Probity in the 
to Cant, I ſhall produce one. | 


It is the Cuſtom in thoſe States, when they have Oceaſion of Mo- 
ney upon the Public's Account, for the Councils, or Magiſtrates in 
Authority, to lay a Tax of One or Two per Cent. upon all the Inha- 


* * 


bitants under their Juriſdiction, according to their reſpective Eſtates. 


he throws in; from whence we may conclude, that there are ſtill 


At the Day and Place appointed for Payment, every Man appears 
1P- BY with his oney, and 18 taken his Tuch firſt, that the Sum he 
der pays is according to the full of his Eſtate, he throws it into a C 
en, provided for that Purpoſe, and ne Natice is taken of what it is 


* 
2 merly paid; whereby the Fraud would be diſcovered, and be- 
ſt come liable to a new Tax; which Integrity and Juſtice is the more 
en admirable in our Days, becauſe it is to he found no where but in 
1 One of Ho Reaſons Machiave! renders for this, is, be- 
d- cauſe they have ſcarce any Gentlemen among them; but thoſe few. 
re WY they have are very odious to the n » the Fountain of their Luxu- 
e and the Occaſion of their al, whenever they fall into 
e Hands of the People for their Corruptions, they are put to 
- Death without Mercy: By 4 Gentleman, he means, thoſe who live idly . 
u a #4 plentifully upon their Laras, without any Care or One 
Machiavzr's Diſc. B. I. c. 54. 


Let all che Commiſſioners of the Land- Tax of this Kingdom read - 
This and bluſh, if they have any Modeſty, any Senſe of Virtue, left. 


| 2 | ſelves, 
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ſelves, and load their Fellow-Citizens, of mean 
Condition, with cruel Burdens, not to be borne, 
6 ha our Miniſtry toys Care of our Commer, 
N t procure Employment for our Poor, Tra 
for our Maurer: ; ng provide Security for th 
Navigation of our Merchants, the only Means to 
vance the Value of our Lands; and we will chen 
fully pay any 'Taxes requiſite to ſupport the Digni 
and Grandeur of our Monarch; to ſecure to his Pr 
mily the everlaſting Poſſeſſion of the Throne of thet 
Realms; and, to us, the Enjoyment of our Liberia 
and Properties : Provided, at the fame Time, Car 
be taken to raiſe. them with Juſtice and Equality. 
Tua great Politician, Macbiavel, ſays, Tha 
the Diſcords and Enmity between the Senate anl 
People of Rome conduced to the Enlargement d 
their Empire, and the Conſervation of their Liberty, 
by giving an Opportunity for making ſuch Laws a 
were great Corroborations to their Liberties and Free- 
dom. For ſo great was the Ambition of the Nobil. 
iy, that, had it not been check'd ſeveral Ways, it 
would have uſurp'd upon the City, and got the whil 
Power into its Hands. And, if we obſerye, the 
Agrarian Diſpute was 300 Years together in Rome, 
6 it could e it, we may eaſily imagine, 
the Ambition of the Patriciant would have done it 
much ſooner, had it not been balanced and depreſs d, 
by the People, with theſe Agrarian Laws, and ſome 
wer Inventions. From whence, likewiſe, we may 
qblerve, that Wealth is more. eftimable among Men 
than Honour; for when the Patricii were in Contre- 
very about Titles and Honours, they never went jo 
high as to give them any extraordinary Diſguſt: 
But wwhen their Eftates and Fortunes were at — | 
188 ä an 


(391 
md the Gracchi would have introduced the Agrarian 
abs, they defended them with ſuch Zeal, that they 
hoſe rather to put the Common-wealth into a Flame, 
ban part with them quickly, t.. 5 
Velleius Paterculus beautifully paints the Calami- 
ies which flow'd from this Source, when he deſcribes 
he Fray which was occaſioned by Tiberius Grac- 
bus's Attempt to put 'the Agrarian Laws in Force. 
he Roman Gentry being terribly enrag'd, for fear 
hey ſhould loſe their Poſſeſſions, decently knock'd 
out Gracchus's Brains; upon which Paterculus ſays, 
Is fug tens decurrenſq; clivo Capitolino fragmine ſub- 
elit ictus vitam, quam gloriofiſſime degere potuerat 
immatura morte ſinivit. * Hoc initium in urbe Roma 
civilis ſanguinis gladiorumg; impunitatis fuit. Inde 
s vi obrutum, potentiorg; habitus prior. L. II. c. 8. 


erty, This was the Beginning of the Effuſion of Blood in 

ag civil Contentions, and the firſt Example of an Aſſaſ- 

4 ſination which paſs d with Impunity. Hence Force 
101. 


and Violence prevail'd over Juſtice and Equity; and 
the moſt powerful was eſteem' d the moſt deſerving. 
Ir the Nobility of Rome could rEnounce, or, at 
leaſt, neglect, empty Titles and Honours, run fuch 
Riſques, and drive Things to ſuch Extremity, rather 


nc, BY than part with the Exuberance of their Eſtates, and 
© 11 i Superfluities of their Fortunes, how much more 
, ought you, my Countrymen, to rouſe up, and exert, 
Nc By yourſelves in Defence of your Liberties, Properties, 
Na) and Privileges ; Properties neceſſary to your Being, 


and Privileges requiſite to make that Being happy; 
both which have been ſo craftily and baſely 


1 a 1 
pt: . * Genutias, the Tribune, was aſſaſſinated privately, at his own 

Houſe, by the Contrivance of the Senate, long before this. 
Re, N 9 n 1 Vide Livy, B. II. Cap. 54. N 
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the Revolution, with reſpect 


(78) 
raviſh'd from you, by thoſe very Traitors wh, 
were choſen, formerly, to be the Bulwarks a0 
Guardians of them? "EN af OY 

MACH1Aver fays alſo, © The Cammonwelt 
* of Florence, might have continued quiet and hap- 
« py, had the Great Men been contented to hay 
e fram'd themſelves to ſuch Modeſty of Converk 
< tion as is requiſite in a civil Government. But thei 
* Practices were quite contrary ; when they wen 
< but private Perſons, no Body was good enough ty 
<* be their Companions, and, being in Office, /carc 
& any. too good to be their Subjects; every Day pro 
<* ducing Inſtances of their Arrogance and Pride; 
* inſomuch. that the People were exceedingly troub- 
* led to conſider with what Impatience and Fur 
* they had removed one Tyrant, io make Room for a 
« Thouſand :, In this Manner ſtood Things.” Pray 
give me Leave, my Countrymen, to aſk you, whether 
| theſe very Conſequences are not the bleſſed Effects of 


baked © I vgs = 


„ 


197 ee x ſped * yourſelves? Mo 
ravely d one Tyrant, and to carry on a Wa, 
to continue his Expulſion, you ſuffer'd Laws to be 
made, and continued, by your Delegates, which 
have conſtituted 10,000 Tyrants in his Room; 
who daily devour your Properties, and inſult your 
Perſons, with all the Pride and Arrogance that Ma. 
chiavel complains of in the Great and Rich Men of 
Florence. But it may be worthy of your Reflection 
to conſider, whether it is not a more glorious Fate, 
and a leſs cruel one, to be torn to Pieces by a Lion, 
than to be, leiſurely, gnaw'd to Death by deſpicable 
Vermin ; tho” it is my Advice to you to ſhew your- Wl 
ſelves Men, Britons, and guard againſt, and diſ- 
pprehenſions of _ | 


Up er nar wot wes Two war ww = YO WY ooo 


dain Bath; to remove the A 
or nobly periſh in the Attempt. 


8 

1 TRUST, my Countrymen, that you have Souls 
eft, certainly, as great as cowardly 7alians; I truſt 
t your Minds are, not yet, grown callous with Sla- 


wellWcry, and inſenſible of the Oppreſſion you lie under 
1 bro Uſe and Cuſtom. Tis true, in moſt Countries 
2 H Oppreſſion produces Dejection, cramps, and dam 
werft uon, all the noble Emotions of- the. Soul, . 
t theres Vigour, and reſtrains its Sallies for Glory, and he- 
wer BWroic Atchievements. The Romans, under the Cæſars, 
gh u were baſe, abject Sycophants; and my Lord Moleſ- 
ſcaru f worth tells us, that the preſent Condition of the 


Pro Danes, of all Ranks, is moſt deplorable ; at leaſt, it 
ride; appear d fo to him, who faw it, poſfibly, more than 
roub-Wthey who ſuffer d it. His Words are, *© That Slave 
Fun W* ry, like a fickly Conſtitution, grows, in Time, ſo ha- 
for a, bitual, that it ſeems noBurden or Diſeaſe; it creates 
Pray a Kind of Lazineſs, and idle Deſpondency, which 
ether u puts Men beyond Hopes and Fears: It mortifies 
Is of % Ambition, Emulation, and other troubleſome, as 
You, ! well as active, Qualities, which Liberty and Free- 
War, i «« ; and, inſtead of them, affords only a dull 
2 n « Kind of Pleaſure of being cue 8 inſenſible.” 
hie Ino, my Countrymen, ſame political 
om, ratiariy Th not i'd you; that the Diſeaſe is not 
zone ſo far as to produce a Moxtification ; but that, 
Ne, till; you are in the Power of the State - Phyſician. 
n of Courage is the peculiar Growth of our own Soil &, 
uon BY as we may fee by our Bull-Dogs and Game- Cucis; 


| 2 | „ » 
20n, —— — 5 e 
able . gl bello intrepid? nec mortis ſinſu deterrentucy, fay ſeveral of 
ur- the Antſents. Vide Vegetii de re militari. J 3 
dil. Autre que cette nation intrepide enviſage avec aſſex d. Intifference, 
5 cr plus grand de = ww ful, fait brig t” - la Plupart — 

: autres nation. Death is greateſt of all Evils, which 

1 People of other Countries ſtare upon with Horrour, yet the undaunted 

; | Englith 
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On a Frenchman s reading this {ad 


T0) 
2nd, I conceive, the middling People are, not ye 
Funk below. Beaſts, whatever our Gentry may be 
How muſt, then, the Fire of Liberty, and Diſdaind 
Slavery, flath i in your Eyes? How muſt your Hean 
dilate, and your Pulſe riot, with the brave Emotion, 
and DiQates of Freedom, when you are ſcornfulh 
aſed by a Monſieur, where, now, is the gloried Equz 
lity of Engliſb Laws? where is the Security of yon 
Liberties — Privileges ? what is become of you 
boaſted Freedom? Are you not, ftill, Vaſſals in Bon 
dage to the Mighty FOE the Commiſſioners of the 
Land-Tax, &c. — fetter d more cloſely to Injuſtice 
and daſtardly Submiſſion, than we are to our more 
equitable Als, the Servants of our great Monargue! 


Caſe, I en 
hear thoſe ſcornful Taunts and Giles. x 


j 


You 0 to conſider, my Countrymen, tha 
* 2 ee I N ene 


7 


— 


— — —— th "4 ” oF 1 1 
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wait . 


2 105 TRE it in ak Face with the utmoſt iges 8 3 
5 L' Etat de Commerce. 


* 2 It may not be impertinent here, as it vill ſerve to iNoftrate tle 
Juſtice of the A Bean ad Lord Crt, eise bee 
tween a French rd Carteret, as told by the latter 1 
the Houſe of r 

The Subject was ny of our Conſtitution beyond theirs, 
and the Foreigner: declaring he ſaw no Difference, the Britiſb Peer 

expreſs'd his Surprie : hy, ſays the Frenchman, What Differ 
ence do you make!” A 


great one, reply'd my Lord; Your King rai 
ſes Money as he pleaſes, and your — . — muſt regiſter his Egias, 


Well, my Lord! and what Difference between this, and a Parlia- 


ment that conflantly all the Demands of a Miniſter, with. 
out Enquiry, or Account -I own, ſaid my Lord, that the Anſwer 
ſtruck me, and I could make o Reply. 1 5 if our Methods of lay - 
ing Taxes on be not ſo arbitrary and ical as theirs, I am f 

our Methods of levying thoſe Taxes are ten Times more unjuſt 

oppreſſive; ſo that, for Shame ! we ought to veil our Faces, and 0 
looges eicher boaſt of our own Liberties, or * them as Slaves 


creeps 


of yet 


ay be 


dain d 


who are the 


5 © See 7600755, B. vi.” Ten, N i e. 
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eeps and ſteals upon you by gentle Gradations, and 
mperceptible Motions, li like a Reptile, and 
leftroys your Liberties ; again, at other Times, like 


a ſavage Beaſt, it ruſhes upon you all at once, and 
ars if in Pieces. But whether it works by Sap, un- 


dermines by Craft, or openly attacks by Force, you 


ought always to be upon your Guard, and narrowly 


watch its Modes, The Rich, in all Ages, have 
been its Abettors ®, and the Middling — its 
ſevereſt Scourge. When it would work. by Sap, 
like a Mole under Ground, one of its firſt Con- 
trivances is, by Driblets, to ſqueeze and drain the 
Middling People of their Property. 
INcCROACHMENTS upon Liberty, and Invaſions 
al , ſeem to go Hand in Hand, and both 
y concur to ſupport each other, and enſlave 
in beggar a People: But whether or no they pro- 


 ceed in Chorus does not boot, for either will generate, 


finiſh, and compleat the other; for a Loſs of Pro- 
perty will 


produce a Loſs of Liberty, and ſo vice 


verſd. Slaves may be eaſily made Beggars, and Beg- 
gars may be eaſily made Slaves. If then you ſu 10 5 


yourſelves, Countrymen, to be drain d and r'd by 
unequal Taxes, the next Step will be, you. will be all 
made Slaves, like the Boors and Peaſants in Poland, 
of the Rich and Great Men, ” 

ſoch as call themſelves Gentlemen of Poland: You 


muſt. be their Vaſlals,. — 


** "EO TT” "7 IE" _ 


mmon- 15 o AR * ved 


Machia vel ſays, that thoſe Co 


their Liberties, and kept themſed e uncorrupt, do not ſuffer any of 
- their Citizens to live high, and -after the Nate of a Gentleman. I 
call thoſe Gentlemen, who live idly and plentifully upon their Eftates, 


without any Care or Employment ; and they are very pernicious where- 
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Countrymen, with all ye Might to: preſerve uo! 
Property. Rich Men incline to favour Tyrants, ay 
love Tyranny. Poor::Men- are unable to oppd 
them, and tis you, the ſmall Frecholders, mul 
be the Guardians of the Goddeſs LIE RTV at Mu 
Times. Twas to you, and to you only, ſhe owe! 
Her Protection in this Kingdom formerly, and thy 
any of her Altars ſincke here now. Keep this Max 


im in «on That you ae ee Liber. 
o ſays,—The Patrimonial Eſtates of the Ces 
— ton 
an z Heap together 
3 to their Lodo — all bis Property, —— 8 
bis Eftate, according to the Number of them be has oh it ——To ſettl 
A Peaſant upon a Piece of Land, or in a Village, the Lord cauſes a 
Cottage, or Hut, to be erected; for him, and gives him two little 
Horſes, one Cow, ſome Poultry, and Rye to ſubfilt upon for a Yew, 
In the mean Time, he appoints a e, Gsund in the Vil- 


his rd: for al 
e e 
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belong. to the Lord. The Peaſant i 
obliged to work four Days in a erk for his Maſter, and to ſpend 


8 Jpn Gtound for himſelf. : 
all the Peaſants in the Vil ; go out toge- 


ther, to.cut gather in, the Corn for their Lord, who a 
ons to 610 eee 3 ao beat them whe 


© Tometimes,, to ſtand a whole Dx. 

— — — c- wet think Wensch 
- the moſt u the World, to ſee themſelves reduced 
AE bt ed to work continually, without the 
Profj t they do not ſo much s know, that 
there are any 3 happier than they; for, 
are young, they ſee their Fathers treated | 0. 


2 now eblarre e 4 Gan en, that the preſent 
and Schemes of 8 . 
. nnd and that, if 


uitous and tyrannical In- 
be cla with the 9141 Rod 
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mer ag ſame withe of Oppreſſion, as the Poli 
a he fa Slaves of that Nation, 
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** gerve Part of hour Property; but you 

ay be: 7. ioben yo T ded Property, 

Jat a your Liberty will fol. 

Tur gfeat Conteſts, — Tumult and 
nich ba have Infeſted — — ans 


« d io 12 


3 


hed, . — 


Own Treafurts 1 to ons the Public, Sc will l obe 
him cherdally, and his Power and Influence among 
them muſt be. great; His Diſintereſtednęſs cauſes 
them to reſign their Underſtandings/impliciy 0 Bp 
Dictates, and Admonitions. S110 ö | 3 

Neo good Man envied < ius Cincinnatus 
Tl arid Command, wh pol 
of Land, plou 3 his own Hands. and, 
by when he had:fery'd the Public as Diflator, without 
dhe Fee or Reward, and beat the Enemies of his Coun- 


, and his Farm. 1 in his 


M2 


— — — 


- high Commands, did not acquire enough to pay 

— daf his Funeral, n e en the publl 
1 

in * Tum grauem ac meriti wr, | 
5 oh Eater 2 eee, Fog Vn, | 


J 8 Yor 4 FILL; 


er n, inde 


that No, ta Ban henna, 


dad, en (400 1 
aper; 3 mewite * P-Valerius, and 
i- Tec y of the Grecian Worthies. Theſe. were Comets 

, that blazed now and then ap d here an 
N , travell'd in a different Orbit, d 
went retrograde to the Millions of minor 1 amin; 
Ties, which ſurrounded them. 

Or this Species was Camillus, wy — Li 
fays; that his Colleagues truſted —— f 
preme Comrnand; Nec quic majeſtate fu 
detractum credebant, gud peel eius ocefifin 
Nor did they think any Thing ſubſtracted from the 
own Authority and Honour, which was added t: 
his; for he acted, in all his Adminiſtrations, moi 
for the Publick Good than bis own, and having g. 
ven many Teſtimonies of his Capacity and Integrity, 
His Colleagues were not at all ſcrupulous of transfer 
ring their Authority, nor the People at all apprehenſive 
of his Greatneſs, nor any, bow great ſocuer, g 
to be inferior to him + And ſo: excellent were the Tri. 
Bunes in thoſe Tunes, that they were equally diſp 
ſed, either to command, or obey; ſays Mach:avel 
But, a where is ſuch a Magiſtrate, with ſuch 
nence;” Refipnation, Modeſty, and Diſintereſ: 
edneßs: to Wand in our Days? ol 
Bor tho; hot and then, e aP. .Vab 
Fils) 4 Menehius : 'W re- 
*nbunce the tereſt for the public 
Werl; yet the Romans had, after the Expulſion df 
the 74 ins, melee Appius Claudius's, C. Mar. 
clus Cine, 1 ed and a —— of 

8 5 at 


— — ——— — 


| $3 0 Citizens IT 8 ce a- piece to TT him. * 


E. "Conful ſo proud and Adela chat they permitted themſelve 
flain by their rente rather than conguer un under ſuch Wie 


— 


a (50 REY 
dm ry a8 araricious,, g ab an I tyrannical, as 
ets 10 70 are now. og os ves a moving Re- 
Rarbarity of the Rich and Great Men, in 
heir 288 of a Solder Genutius, who had been 
afuin'd_ in the Saline War. He introduces him as 
ang this Account of hi elf to the 9 Mat 
* * being a Soldier in 'the Sabine Mar, the Coun 
s 6 pillaged, that be loft his Craps, bis He 
* avas/burnt, bis Cattle driven away, and his Goods 
' plender'd ; Jet, in the Midi of theſe ſevere. Cala- 
* ities,” 4 griepous Tax was, in l Him, 
© which. obliged him to borrow loney, that, with 
nog the Uſe of 7 it, Bad e 4 va Debr, and 
eat up bis Father? s and Grandfathe!”s late, 
« devour'd- his otber Fortunes, 77 at Taft, Hike a 
„ Conſumption, . it ſeized bis very Body, and be was 
1 bau d, by his Creditor, not any ito Slavery, but 
© into d Jeuene 1 nt and 4 Gacl. 9 
Behaviour of C. Marcius, in -a Time of Dearth, to 
peſſ me diſcovers ber el of hat Greatneſs of Soul whi 
del bas been attributed to the old Romans 8 à gene 
ach Quit by ſome who ſeem. fond of exapperating their 
vues, and extolling them to the Skies, as if the 
Rich and Great had not been, at All Thitles; pretty 
much the ſame, .. Eos Se enator, flotn his Pride and 
Inhumanity ſed to withold the Corn brag 
ont of 80% Kam the People, and ſtarve them into 
3 Renumciation of. the, Tribuni tial Power, Which 
17 ne obtain'd to ſecure thefn fromthe Pride, 
a, 202 reſnön of their Senatorial Dons. 
I which the Pec ple, enraged, exUlaith'd; © Fa- 


. ˙˙jVv2 res — 
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Wretch. Nunguam ante tam inviſus Plebiz rens, = \judicium wacatus 
Huli oft, plenus, ſuaruyi Pina paternarum inarum. Says Livr, 
1 See Live, "Lib. II. cap. 23. 
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* me jam ſe ficut hoſtes pets,” cibo victu 3 frauds 
e, * ela ali a menta ex 
« * ſperato fortuna dederit ab ore rapi, nift C. My 
Cy £20 vindti dedantur Tribuni,” niß dt tergo Pli 
« Roman ſatis fat; eum fibi carmficem novum a 
6 orfum, qui aut mori aut ſervire' jubeat..— Th 
„ ws That the great Men oppreſs'4" them with Pe 
as Thr yk as if ah Nerd Per Rok, and robb'd the 
ky N red the Corn, 
A Abroad, by We ortune, de bel el 
3 e .muſt, now, be ſnatch'd from thi 
I unleſs. the Tribunes were delivered y 
4 to C. Martius; unleſß he wreck dl 


2 25 r | rich by Con. 
3 nd be 
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— Inſtrument of x procurin Power, and Power was 
1, Wmnploy'd to accumulate and increale Prope auf, 
Aur noki xv conſidered abſtractedly, an meerly 
Authority, is in general diſregarded, and eſteem' d, 
is Milton Has it, but Painful Prebeminence! But 
Riches and Rewards, and a Power of p By 
ealth, , either directly or indirectly, — 
0 Hane ignities and Offices; they are, there- 
Joe, deſirable to all, coveted by moſt, and ſtruggled 
the or by many with great Earneſtneſs and Contention. 
Ho courts unprofitable Dignity O Power and 
Noce would, in 171 be edel. if it were 
not. for the concomitant Profits. But few Gene- 
raliſimos lay down their Command, handle the 
Plough, and * by cultivating four Acres of Land 
with their own Hands. The perpetual Struggles 
between the Patricii and Pleberans. at Rome aroſe 
from the Oppreſſion and Avarice (attended withPride 
and Inſolence) of the Former, rather than from any 
Licentiouſneſs, or Wantonneſs, in the Latter. The 
People would have been eaſy, if they could have en- 
joy'd a Share of the Lands purchaſed. by their Blood, 
and Toll in War; and would have contenfedly 
borne their Share of the Taxes and Burdens of the 
Common- Wealth, uf the Gerry hap not aim'd to 
all Things be W R to_Juſ- 
ths os Equity: . But, when this was i So 
were | irritated. to curb their Power, by the 
Terrors o Violence in their Seceſlions, and thereby 
to reduce their e to its Fa * 
indForma — Ema 
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L Tux Diſſentions in the Times of the Grace 
who endeavour d to reſtore the Conſtitution to 
firſt intended Plan, by putting tlie Agrarian Lay 
in Execution, were Gnpulfon ariſing from a Ca 
N Oe 7 ropery' ” Re cited to ſuch 
Height, by the Factions under Marius and Sylla 
de in the End, the antient Conſtitution of the f 
2 blick was thereby overtuth'd : Confuſion and I. 
y, Civil Diſcord and Anarchy, War and th 
Effolion of human Blood, were introduced wit 
- Impunity, became triumphant, and from thence i 
. Deſtruction of the Common-wealth enſued. 
Now, if we examine into the Source of 6h 
 Calamities, we ſhall find they were all owing to th 
.+ . Pride, and Ambition of the N 2 | 


'S $ we, ic 6 2 


* 2 urbem ut ee CG z ac 3 as . 
cum obviis-agitabantur, aliorum proſcriptiones funeſt© : ſug que et on 
Jura any plurimorum tormenta ex odio indicta: nullum ſ. 

aberat. © They ſeized the City in a hoſtile Manner ; : 
Tm filled with Aſſaſſinations, -Proſcriptions, 1% = 
a2 Tee; in ſine, there was no uelty left v 
. mitted” Arr. I. I. de Civil. Rom, Bell. 

' + Anis ſays, Nam divites telluris indiviſe portiontm fi 
| wendicanter ef a nemine'ob diuturnitatem auferri poſſe con 2 = 
finitimg,in 7 & tenuibrum portiones Al 


pretiv 'ad Seen parm er vim ſerene grade 
* wore ng agricalis in his emptis, et pecoribus utentes, | th 
£, Facts, ry RIA undertaking A K the waſte no th 


ion of Time, and- immemorial Poſleſſion, not 0 
to themſelves the Propriety of them, . but likewiſe joining 
"i Dividend of their poor Neighbours, eithe#by Violence, u 
—_— became poſſeſs'd of whole Coùntries, which their Sur 
. manured for them. Whereas there remained few Italian, and thi 
pa with Poverty, by reaſon. of their being continually 1 


heavy Faxes: And if, at any Time, had ſome Ne 
Pite 2 — they were Dit agen e hat 


ing no Land of their own to manure, nor 

— others, by reaſon of the Multitade of Slaves es.—T e Te bans op 
for a Remedy, which was the 4grarian Law, for which the i 
Joſt their Lives. By Uh Lays Vis had yoo Acrevf Land allorh 


Al 
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"accollthat Republic; who could not brook Equality, nor 
to We fatisfied Without domineering « over BE Leſte Ci⸗ 
1 izens ; who exerciſed illegal Power and Authority, 
 Cofflalways ſtriving for Dominion and Superiority ; Who 
uch Yheld une Acquiſitions, and poſſeſſed illegal 
lla, NWealch and Riches, firing, and running even to 
e Madneſs, when any Laws were propoſed to reftrain 
d Their Exttavagancies? From whence we may lay it 
d ü down as a Maxim, that the Avarice of the Gentry 
wi was the Spting of all thoſe Contentions which ended 
ce tin the Subverſion of the Common wealth, and, at 
act, in the total Deſtruction and Ruin of * their 
Empire, by thoſe Swarms of _ Barbarians which 
poured from the North: And theſe Northern 
hunt deſtro 'd thoſe Vermin, who had been'the 
Scourge of and Peſt of Mankind, for above 
One Thouſand Vears n 

Warenever the Roman People hug are 
of che Lands they conquered, which the Gentry of 
that R epublic en GA all into their own Hands; 
e the Came tutn'd their Reßßections 
upon their Power and Tyranny, theſe Gentry, in 
order to ſecure their Poſſeſfions, and preſerve their 
Dominion; exclted them conſtantly to Wars with 
theit Neighbours, to divert their Attention; and 
thus, fromaLuſt of Power to preſerve their Wealth, 
and acquire enormous Riches, they p rompted their 
Fellow-Citizens to be the Butchers, and Deſtroyers 
of Mankind, and the Peſt of all che Cities round 
tbe. This 8 A true TP . Joſt! Character of 


1 „ . a. A 
— 


* — Half 3 as ; much for every y Child, 84 was allow d to keep | 
too Head of Cattle. But this did hox ſatisfy'the/ Avarice of the Ro: 
man Gentry, who would neither aſſign the * eren 
them, nor maintain them, hes mage then Save 8 2 be 
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e hace wel enough 
l nſelves, ; | the People 
them, and 5 own Pro: 
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WEALTH begets Power in a State, and Power 


gives Opportunity ef iriereafing that Wealth ; fo 


that theſe Two Faculties ſeem to be mutual Aſſiſ- 
tants of each other: Which of theſe Two is the 

Primum Mobile, is a Queſtion not ſelf. evident; 1 
I'conceive, with a li de Reflection, may be ea 


| cktermined. 


Ir we ori che ebend! Difpoltior, and Geneb 
of Mankind, with their mental Powers and Facul- 


ties, we ſhall find there are but few Sczuls capable of 


acquiring, Lag rdiſhing, the Pleaſbits of a great Mind; 
few Pt ble” of taſtiiig tHe Gloty that flows 


| from Koſe A ons, which b by Philoſophers} are ſti- 


led great and. Boble. The Abilities of procuriig 


Eten and Apptaiſe, fröm an cxtchiive Knowledge 


in Law, War, Politicks, the' Belles Eertres, or any 
of the Pollte Arts, is but! che FRYER of 4 Few 3 
atid thoſe Few will” not 9 in _— without'a- 
Fro of ford ſuitable Pecuniary Sti- 
and Gtatifications: If Cott Pod do not pros" = 

5 Ops of Lucration, you ſtatce ever ſec 
one fond of it; the more is the Pity: Ot, at 
no ode appears to be deſirdub of it; abſtraetiy⸗ 
Ll nos from the Confidetttion' of the Gtatiica 
tl6ti' of ſorne private Paſſions; and purely from a Re- 
au to the public Good. I have, with d6ſe Attai- 
don, look d for the difintereſtect Chatter” anfong 
Mankind; but ati, genierally in the farbe Condition 
een wen” lie 2 the N wich a 
nthern, and, being diſappoi 55 Rexotirſe 
to the L. onthe. mr | 
Tuts Luft of Wealth! this' Air? ſei Rags, 
uns thebugh'all Ranks of Men, and. Has ciiſted;- a 
al Tithe, from. the 
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Prince wü Peadte: Th, 


* * 1 
1 . of 
- 4 CY 
*, 4 * J 5 
N 2 * F — 
* 
1 
i q 5% 
R 


Wo £4 wc e taht 
not rage w o mu Iry pop Ne e lower 
| Clab of Mankind, as it does among the 1 
Ir a Love to Order, Sobriety N Juſtice; a Re. 
gerd to the Peace and Happineſs of the Community, 
were the Motives of Action in a Fuſtice of 
| Peace;*ſhould..we ever fee him exaCting 352 
. from a poor Wretch, plunder d of; his Al, when 
he applies to him, in order to procure due Puniſh- 
ment of the Crinznal? If any Spark of a noble and 
| Elo Spirit exiſted: in thoſe we call N—blemen, 
ould we ever ſee Men of 30, 40, nay, 60,000 / 
Fer Ann. condeſcending t to take 1000 J. a- Lear from 
. Fade for preſiding in an Office, which is 2 
mmer Sine-Cure? Should we not rather ſee thoſe 
| State-Cormoranits renouncing their Prey, and dedica- 
ting it to Chel/ © rn. the ferchants, or 
Funding Ho Gitals, where thoſe, who have worn 
dun their Lives, waſted their Blood, and boa 
their very Limbs, in the Service of their Coun 
might meet with a ſoft Aflum, and a. calm Repoſe, 
* tos Wen they are on the Verge of Life, or robb'd of 
a 5 - Abilities to Fri it by their Induſtry ;- and where 
| 5 Innacence nn Innocence might meet with Refuge and 


Ix a nerous 8 irit ES; amo 
"Teeny gran nd gs ſe fach Troops of ng 


our 
didates Euning to, and flubberi 
| © Meanelſt of the 


| to, and 
.Populgce, and and the Dr 5 egs of p b, for a Seat in 
Parliament ?- Ke ſuch Conduct can be juſti- 


over, old Wo- 


1 ener. e 


fable in no one, but ſuch-: as has no Virtue or Merit 
. tprecommend: him. belides. But Avarice has ſo cor- 
* 9 N Men, that they will condeſcend to 
any 


(93) | | 

an 25 1. in order to ocure a Seat in the Se- 1 
=hu a: 8855 they have truckled to, 
and bout ht wit the enſnarin Wa of Corruption. „ 
1 RO BY what, has been 11d wi nk only draw | 
this, nerence, * that the Love of Ricbes is the moſt 

| untver ſal, 1 And the predominant Paſſion 2. 
mong that Power always attends Wealth; 

and ann he Leſſer Freeholders of Great-Britain, if. 

they do not inhit on juſt and equal Laws of Taxa- 

tion, in Proceſs of Time, will be the Dupes and 

Vaſſals of the Gentry, who are now draining, and in- 
poveriſhing + them by the Powers they have reſerved WW 
to themſelyes in the Execution of the Laws relating | 
to the Land-Tax, Window-Tax, and other Branches 
of the Revenues of this Kingdom: That the — 23 
dling People of this Kingdom muſt be ſtupid to the” 3 
laſt Degree, to reſt eaſy under the Burden of an ub 
equal Taxation, and be contented to be inſulted in 
their Perſons, and robb'd of their Properties, he, 
Two Things Government was invented to ſegfige'sr- 155 
when the Hiſtory of Mankind, both antie 
modern, plainly evinces, that the Poſlaffiert Sex 
curity of Property is neceſſary to the Poſſeſſion * 
Security of Power, and, conſequently,” of Lber- 
ty; and from hence, that all Perſons, in all Ages, 
have been ſtruggling molt earneſtly for, und tenacious 
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